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ANDAMAN AND NtcoBAR eoruiutsrRqnoru
SECRETARIAT

NCIFIeAflON

Port Btair, the 23'd March, 1995

_ No. F.No. 4-118/94-(Panch).-WHEREAS the draft Andamen and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats)
(Preparation of Electoral Rolls and conduct of Election) Rules, 1995 were published in the Ofhciit cazette
as required under sutFsection 1 of seciion 2o2 of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (panchayats)
Regulation,1994 (No. 1 of 1994) 

-invltjng suggestions/objections from the generat pubtic within i5 days trom
the date of their publication vide Notification No.2z95lF.No.4-11s(6)/9a (ianch) d:ated z2.2.1ass;

AND WHEREAS no suggestion or objection has been:eceived in the matten

. ll_OW, THEREFORE, in o\ercis t of the powers @nfened under section 2o2 of fie said Regutation,l, VAKKOM PURUSOTHAMAN, LTEUTENANT GOVERNOR (ADMINISTMTOR), hereby mire m
followlng Rules with immediate effect:

THE ANDAttTtAN AND NTCOBAR tSlnpp5 (PANCHAYATS)
(PREPARATION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIOHi NUUS, ISSS.

. CHAPTER - I

PRELIMINARY

'1. Shg.t title.?nd commencement : (l) These rules may be catted the Andaman and Nicobar lstands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of Electorat Ro s and conduci of,Etections) Rules,1995.

(2). These rules shall @me into force at once.

2. Definitions : In these rures, unress there is anything repugnant in the subject or contayt-

, (1). "Ball9t box' include any box, bag or other receptacle used for.the irsertion of ballot papers oy
volers;

(2). "Candidate" 
'neans a candidate for election as a membe: of a panchavat:

(3). "Commission" means the Election Commission appointed under section 185 of the Andaman ano
Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) Regulation, 1994;

(4)' 'Constituency" means the tenitorial constituency of a Gram Panchayat or of a panchayat Samiti or, ofthe Zilla Parishad, as the case may be;

(5). "Counterfoit" means the counterfoil attached to ballot paper printed under the provisions of these
rules;

I



(6).'DePutYCommissionef
of these rules;

means the Deputy Co?flmissioner of Andaman District for the purposes

(7). 'District Magistrate" means tne District Magistrate of the Andaman District for the purposes or

(8). llf&#Rans a peFon whose names enterediTl-:.:P.*::.1i:ll of aconstituencv for the time
\vr' 

u?.,i6i" tiii""'""ir i,wro is noiiuuiea to any of the disq_ualifications for voting.

(9). .Form' means a torm appenoJio ttrese rules and includes.a transiation thereof in the language

or any of the languages in which the electoral roll is prepared

(10). "Markedcopvotrcereaoiji'ilirlii"1"":t'ir;!.;1y-{1F^:]:,"*"roll 
setapartforthepurposeof

' '"' ;;;; fi;iames ot ereaors to whom ballot papers. re issued at an elec{ion;

(11). "Mernber" indudes a ,"riJr'iil'6tl. Farici,avat (including its Pradhans), Panchavat samiti

or Zilla Parishad.
frzl. ;ilt"7 t""ns an order published in the official Gazette;^

ilg). ,panchayat" ,""n, 
" 

cr.ii'"p"?iiryij "i " 
Fr""r*yat samiti orthe zilla Parishad, as the case

maybe; h^^^r.-^.^r.
(141 "Pa;chavat area" means the Tenitorial area of a Pancilavat'

itsi.'person"-does not include a body of Persons;

iroi. ,presioing onicer means1"riy"i,"ir""'-.iii ii"t"o as such under these rules and includes any
t'" 

poiifig-"fi""i p"tro*i"g anv 6tine tunaibhs of a presiding ofJicer underthese rules;

(17).'pubtichotiday-means"";td;';;il'i;";;oiJnoricavtorthepurposesof sedion25of the

' Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881 (26 of 16E]);

(18). "Regulation" teans tne nni"i-anIno rli*uii rtr'nds (Panchavais) Regu!ation' 1994;

irg)..netuminsom""rmean"'ln'i;;i#;ffifi"j-ivinJco**:tu'ontoaischarsethefunctionsof
, the returning officer and these rules;

rzoi- ;norf; mean's the elec{oral roll for a Gram Sabha;

iiii. '3'*"ti"ti;*"rns a section of Regulation:

iiii. iil;i;6t t""nt tn" unlol' rerritory of the Andaiiran and Nicobar lslands;

(23). "Votef in relation to , -nltii'"n"v t"ani 
" 

pe'son whose name is forthe time being enlered in

' the electoral roll of that constituency'

CHAPTER - II

3. Determinallellql SS4lg,ElgIag' Pancheva:sj

(1)Thent|mberofseatsilsGramPanchayatsha|tnotbe]esstha;nineormorJthanfifteen(inc|uding
thc t'radhan) ," .rv 6"" ittin&- 'nou 

suFso":tion (2) of F3ction 11 by the Felury

CJi.llrlissioner.

(2). The number of seats to be r3'ierved in a Gram Pancnavat' for the Sch4d['ed i'ribe' women

,relonging to the ScneoutJiriU"i inO *ot"n under sub'lec{ion (5), (6) and (7) of section i1'

shall be determined oV tn" iOtiniSt"tor by order' published in the Offidal Gazette'

(3i. The number Df olFces of Pradhans ir the Gram Pan'fiayats r€ 3erved forthe Scheduled Tri'bes '-nd

for lromen uno", .uur"iii"., aiidi iiai"" tr shall be determined by Deputy commissioner bv

. 
Order published in the Official Gazette'

4, $!!EggJ S@ts in the GJam ?anchavats i
(1)_ Atr rhe sears, in a uram fiiifrlilllelermined yndgl rule 3 shall be seats to be filled hv pers4ns
t'" 

ino.L"n'u'io-ir"a eleaion fionr ciam Par:hayat Constituencies'

(2). Every Gram panchoy'at"ciiirrtit"J*i. ieteneo to in suurute (1) shall be a single memr+r

corstituencry.

5. Detcirnin:tion of Sgets in .Panchavat 
gamjtieq !

(1).Thenumberorseaq|naEilfi!_piSamiti,referredioins|t}secliDn(1)nflegtionl0T,andthP
nLrmber of seats ,"*|ve; in"iJi" i"i'.ie'scneoupr-rribes. women bei'rying to those Tribes' and

women, refened ,o ,n .,io-"!iion"t+i1ii""rr" 107, s\ail be determind by notific€tion, bv the

nOtiniitratot, published in the Offiiel Gazette'
(2). The nunber ot om"es oi pra"m-u':'rE-in iilFrn"n"v"t samities reserved for the scheduled rribes
' ' 

and for women referred to 
'i" 'ri;d-."ciii" 

1sj ot seaior 1'12, shall be determined by the Depuy

cotmissionet' by Order, published in the Official Gaiette-,

(3). Every Territorirr con.tnr#"J'iJiEir"oio"in-iuii*-Jion iz) of seclion 107 shall be a sinsle member

ConsiituencY.
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6. Determinatlon of Seats in Zila Parishad :

11t r-E 
"r-ber 

oi sets refened to in sub-section (1) of section 145, to be fined by person ctosen by
- '' Jr""t;i;;d anO'ine numrer of seats reseNed for the Scheduled Tribes, women belonging to

those Tribes, and \romen in the Zilla Farishad shatt be determined by the Administator' by Order'

Dublished in the Official Gazette'

e). E;;t'i-;m6; Constituency for the Zlla Patishad referred to in sub-seclion (2) of section 145' 
shall be a single member constituency.

DELIMITAT]ON OF GRAM PANCHAYATS, PANCHAYAT SAI'ITIES
AND ZTLLA PARISHAD CONSTITUENCIES.

7. Delimitation of Constitusncies :
' ' -iit 

!;b;."-j i" tne provisions of sec-tions 11, 107 and 145, the Commission shall distribute the seats
' '*tiSl;"d to eac'h Gram Panchayat, Panchayat 

_ 
Semiti-and the Zilla Patishad to single member

iLnioriat Constituencies and deliinitthem onihe basis ofthe latest census figures, having regard to

the followin0 Provisions, namely:-
(a) all cinstituencies shall, as far as pradicable be .geographically compact _areas, and in

de|imiting tnem regard shal| be held to physical features, existing boundaries of

Administ-rative Units, facilities of mmmunication and public convenience;

(b) every Gram panchayat Constituency shall be so delimited as to fall wholly within one-
Panchayat Samiti mnstituency;

(c) constituencies in whibh seats are reserved for the Scheduled Tribes, women belonging to*' 
tn"",i irio"" 

"nd 
women shall. as far as precticable. Be distributed in different parts of the

Gram panchayat, panchayat Samiti and the zilla Parishad and they shall be rotated by the

Commission by draw of iots, so that it is ensured that seals are so reserved in all the

"onstitrencies 
bt a Gram panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and the Zilla Parishad as the case

may be atleast once during three or more consecutive General Elections'

(2) The Commission shall :-'-' ia) puOtistr itrs proposals for the delimitation of constituencies, in the Official Gazefte.and also in
' ' 

luch other manner as it thinks fit, irwiting objedions and suggestions in this regard;

(b) ipecify a date by whlch objection and suggestions tr the said proposals could be madp;

ilj i5"ii.i"i at obj6aions and suggestions which may trave been received bv it bv the date so
'-' ip"iinro under ctausr> (b), ard for the.pyTgse^.of such considerati(..r, hold one or more

plblic sittings at such place or places.as it thir*s fit; end

(d) ihereaffer, by one or more Orders' detetmit'e -' ' (D the defi;itation of Grarn Pancfiay,t constiiuencies;

liij r.he deliminaton of Gram Panch'ryet Sa'nities constitusrcies; oi
ti::) t',e delinlitation of Zlla Parishao Constiiue'lcies'

8. Publication of Orders and their date of Operation :

(1; The commission shall cause each of its order-- made under rule ; to be rublished in the official

Gazette.
tzl Upon-puUfication in the Ofricial Gazette, every sucfi urder shall have the force of lan, and shall not' mL ed question in any Coun.

rlf f'foningfi ihis rute shal afiect the representation in the C'ranr Petchayat or ifl i;ie Panchayat
' ' biriti-or in the zilla parisnad, as the @se may be, until its dissoidion, e\isting on.tne date of

iuUii*ton in the otrcial Gazefte of the final oider or orders of the Commission {elating to the

t"fimlrjrion of Gram pandrayat con$ituencies or the Panchayat Samiti Constituencies or the zlla
ParishaC Constftu"na;ss, ss ihe case nay be, and any byeelection to fill any vacancy in such a

PanCbr.,t shall be het'l as if no such C,der ilad been made'

9. Power of tho Commission to maintain Delimitation Orders up-todato :

The commission may, frcm time to time, by notifirtion Dub:isrrd in the oqicial Gazefte -
(a) conec't any printing misteke iB any order or any order arising therein ffom inadvertent slipor

eltission; 
ivision menti'ned in the order or it is(b) where the boundaries or name of any Tenitorial. d

altered. make such amendments as apiear to it to be nec€ssary or expedient for bringing the

Ordet ufto-date'

10, Public Inspection :

An order published under rule I shall remain available for public inspection free of charge for a

period of ten daysirom the date of such publication in the office of the Commission'

Jr-
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11. Copies and Extracts :
A person shall have the rioht to get an attesteg copy of any entry or extracts from such an order or

to get a copy or copies of the order in such manner and on payment of such fee as may be fixed by the
Commission-

CHAPTER - III

OFFICERS

12. Director of Panchayats Elections :
(1) There shall be a Director of Panchayats Elections who shall be such officer of Administration as the

. Commission may, in consultation with the Administrator, designate or nominate in this behan
(2) Subject to the superintendence, direction and control of the Commission, the Director of panchayats

Elections shall supeNise the preparation, revision and conection of all electoral rolls and shall
supervise conducl of elections to all panchayats under the Reguletion and these rules.

13, Electoral RegistEtion Officer :
(1) The Electoral roll for each Gram Sabha, for each Gram Panchayat Constituency, for each panchayat

Samiti Constituency or for eadr Zilla Parishad Constituency shall be prepared and'revised by an
Electoral Registration Offlcer who shall be such Officer of Administratioo or of a loc€l adhority a; the
C!mmission may, in @nsultation with the Administrator, designate or nominate in this behalf :
Provided that the Assistant Commissioner shall, under section 8, be the Electorat Registration Officer

forthe electoral roll of members of a Gram Sabha.
(2) An Electoral Registration Officer may, subject to such restrictions as may be imposed by the Direclor

of Panchayats Elections, employ such persons as he thinks tit for the preparatidn and revision of the
electoral roll referred to in sub-ru|e (1).

14. Assistanl Electoral Registration Officers :
(1) The Commission may appoint one or more,persons as Assistant Electoral Registration Officers to

assist any Electoral Registration Officer in the oerformance of his functions.
(2) Every Assistant Electoral Registration Officer shall, subject to the control ofthe Etectorat Registration

Ofticer, be competent to perform all or any ofthe funclions of the Elecloral Registration Omcer.

CHAPTER.- lV

ELECTORAL ROLLS FOR CONSTITUENCY

15. Electoral Rolls for Constituencies :

(1) The electoral roll for every constituency shall consist of the --lectoral rolts of members of all the
Gram Sabha clmprised within a Zilla Parishad constituency, or a Panchayat Samiti 6nstituency or
a Gram Panchayat Constituency, asthe case may be. Appropriate altemations in the arangement,
serial numbering and the headings ofthe rolls shall be maoe.

(2) The rolls shall be divided into such convenient parts as the Commission may dired.
(3) 

, 

lt shall not be necessary to prepare or revise separately the elecloral roll foiany such constituency.

. CHAPTER- V

ELECTOML ROLL OF MEMBERS FOR GRAM SABHAS

16. Electoral Roll of Members for every Gram Sabha :

(1) For every Gram Sabha there shall be an etectoral roll which shatl be prepared in accordance with
the provisions of section 8 by the Assistant Commissioner under the superintendence, direction
and control of the Commission.

. (2) The electoral rcll refened to in sr.b-rule (1) shall be rqvised at least once in a financial year.

17. Inclusion ofnames in the Electoral Rolls :

(1) Such part of the electoral rolls of the Andaman and Nic.obar lslands House of the peopre
constituency prepared under the representation of people Act, 1950, and the rule made hereunrter,
for the time being in force, as is comprised in the relevant tenitorial area of a Gram Sabha shall be
the electoral roll of members oJ that Gram Sabha. Appropriate alteration in the arrangement, serial
numbering and the headings of the rolls shall be made.

(2). The rolls shall be divided into such convenient parts as the commission rnav direct.

{'1 .t..: t:'
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18. Publication or Rolls in Draft :

(1) As soon as the electoral roll for a dram sabha is p-repared under rule 17, the Electoral Registration
Officer shall publish it in draft together with a notice in Form I inviting suggestions and objections by
making a copy thereof available for inspection at his office if it is within the tenitorial area of the
Gram Sabha, as may be specified by him for the purpose, if his office is outside the tenitodal area
ofthe Gram Sabha.

(2) The draft rolls so published under sub-rule (1) shall remain available for public inspection and for
lodging suggestions and objections for a period of fifteen days fmm the date of such publication :

Provided that the Commission may, by notification in the Official Gazette, extend the period in
respect of the tenitorial area of a Gram sabha.

(3) The Electoral Registration Omcer shall supply free of cost two copies of the roll to every political
pfiy forwhich a symbol has been exclusivel), reserved by the Commission.

19.Sugges{lons and Objections :

(1) A suggestion or objection shall be presented to the Elecloral Registration Officer or to such other
officer as may be designated by him in this behalf or be sent by post in Form 2.

(2) lt shall be presented in duplicde by the person @ncerned or through his authorized agent.
(3) The Eledoral Registration Officer shall immediately after a suggestion or objection has been filed,

issue an acknowledgement to the person filing the same.

20. Disposal of Suggestions and Objections :

(1) The Electoral Registration Officer shall, as soon as may be, after the a\piry of the period specified
in suFrule (2) of rule 18 consider the suggestions and objections, if any received by him and shall
pass necessary orders after recoding in writing a brief statement of his reasons for acceptance or
rejection of any suggestion or objection. The Electoral Registretion Officer may also conect any
clerical or printing enors or other inaccuracies subsequently discovered in the roll.

21. Final Publicalion of Roll :
(1) The roll as amended under rule 20 shall be re-published in Form 3 in the manner specified rn suo-

rule (1) of the rule 18. The rule, so published, shall be tinal.
(2) The Electoral Registration Officer shall make a complete copy of the rotl availabfe for inspecrion

and display the notice in Form 3 et his offce.
(3) Subject to such general or special directions as may be given by the Commlsjion, the Electoral

Registration Oflcer shall supply, free of cost, iwo copies of the roll, as fil:ally published, to every
politit:al party for which a symPol has been exdusively reserved by,.1; gep.;o;-.

22, Appeels fiom Orders Deciding Claims and Objections :

('t) An appeal shsll lie from any decision 'lf the Electoral Registration Oificer under rule 20 to such
off,:er of Govemment or of -locel authority as tite Coiirmis3ion may designate in this behalf
(hereinafter refoned to es the appellate officer) :

Fmvid.id that an app')el shall not lie vvhere the person desirin0 to appev J has no. availed himself of
his tight to be heard by, or to make representation to, the eledpral Registration Officer on thu natter
which is the subject of appeal.

(2) Every appeal under subrule (1) shall be-
(a) in the form of a memorandum signed by the &ppellant, and
(b) presented to lhe appellJe officer dthin a period of fiffeen days from the date of anrouncement

of the decision or sent to that officer by a registered post so as to reach him withtr that period.
(3) The presentation of an appeal under this rule shall not heve effect of staying or postponing any

aclion to be tak)n by tl e EledoIai Registration Officer undo rulr 21.
(4) Every decision of the appellate ofiicer shan be fnal, but in so far as it reverses or modifies a

decision,of the EleCoral Registration Officer shall take effect oitly frgm the dat,; of thc decisiJn in
appear.

(5) The Electoral Registration Officer shall c€use such amendm,;ts to be made in the roll as may be
necessary to give effect to the decisions of the appellate officer underthls rule.

23. ldentify Cards for Ele;tions :
(1) The Commission may, with a view to preventing impersonation of electors and facilitated their

identification et the time of poll, by notification in the Official Gazette, direci that the provision of this
rule shall apdy to the tenitorial area of any Gram Sabha or to any c'Jnstituency or part thereof as
may be specified in the notificstion.
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(2) The identity cards issued under rulez8 ofthe Registration of Eledoral Rules, 1960 shall be deemed
to be the identity cards for the purposes ofthis rule.

24. Custody and Preservation of Rolls anil Connected Papers :

(1) After the roll for a Gram Sabha or a constituency has been finally published, the following papers
shall be kept in the office ofthe Eledoral Registration Officer or at such other place as the Direclor
of the Panchayats Elec{ions may, by order speciry, until the expiration of one year after the
comdetion of the next revision of that roll :-

(a) a complete copy of the roll;
(b) papers relating to claims and objections;
(c) papers relating to appeals under rule 22.

(2) One u:rrnplete copy of the roll duty authenticated by the Electoral Regislration Officer shall also be
kept:n such place as the Direcior of Panchayats Elections may specify as permanent recorc.

25. Inspection of Electoral Rolls and Gonnected Papers :
Every person shall have the right to inspect the election papers refened to in rule 24 and to get

attested copies thereof on payment of such fees as may be fixed by lhe Dtrector of Panchayats Flcctions.

26. Disposal of Electoral Rolls and Connected Papers :
(1) The paper referred to in rule 24 shsll. on file expiry of the perio.i specified therein and subject to

such genefat or special direclions, if any, as may be given by the C.,!-nmission in the behalf, be
disDosed of in such manner as the Direclor of Panchayats Eleciic:,s rnay direct.

(2) Copiels ol'the Electo€l Roll for any Gram Sabha or for any conslitriency iri excess of the number
' required- for'depasit under rule 25 and for any other public purposes shall be disposed of at such

time and in such m3nner as the Commissign rnay direct and unti! such disposal, shall be made
available for sale to the oublic :

Provided that the fees realized under rule 25 and under this rule shall be deposited in the tund of
the Panchayat concemed.

CHAI':TER - VI

ELECTIONS OF THE PANGHAYATS

27. Superintendence, Direction and Controt of Elections i
i1) The conduct of elections to the Panciayats under these rules shall be under the general

Superintendence, direclion and control of the Commission.

(2) Withod prejudice to the generally of ihe pmvisions of sub-rule (1), the Commission may, if it
conside|s expedient, by the order, direct that such of the po'-vers, duties and functions of any
authority connccted with the uork of conducting etections under these rule!, as may be specified by

.. it in the order shall be exerdsed or discharged, subject to such restic{iom and conditions, by such
offic€r or person as may be specified in the order.

GHAPTER - VII

QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

28, A person shall not be qualified to be chosen to fill a seat in a Gram Panchayat, a Panchayat Samiti or
the Zilla Parlshad, as the case may be, unless -

(a) in the case of a seat reserved for the Scheduled Tribes he is a member of any of those Tribes of
the Union Tenitory and is an elector for any Gram Panchayet Constituency or Panchayat Samiti
Constituency or Zilla Parishad Constituency as the case may be in the Union Territory;

(b) in the case of a seat reserved for women belonging to Scheduled Tribes of the Union Tenitory,
she is a member of any of those Tribes and is an eleclor for the relevant constituency refered in
clause (a) above;

(c) in the case of a seat reserved for women she is women for the relevant mnstituency; and
(d) in the case of any other seat, he is an elector for the relevant constituency in the Union Tenitory.
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CHAPTER - VIII

NorlFtcATtbN or cenenn- ELEcrloNs

29. General Elections :

A general election shall be held in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter for the purpose of
constituting a new Panchayat and on the expiration of ib duration or on its dissolution.

30. Notification for General Election :
The Administrator shall, by one or more rDtitications published in the Official Gazdte on such date

or dates as may be recommended by the Commission, call upon all the @nc€med constituencies to elect

members in acardance with the provisions of the Regulation and of the rules and ordeE madethereuffler:

pbvided that where a general election is held otheMise than on th€ dissolution of the existing
panchayats, no such notir'iretion shall be issued at any time earlier than six monihs prior to the date on

which the duration of th. p:tnchayats vecirld expire under the pmvisions of seciion 19, or section 1 14 or

section 152, as the cese may be

CHAPTER - IX

ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY FOR THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

31, Retuming officers :
(1) For each Constituenry, the Commiss:on shall, in consulteiion with the Administrator, designate or

nominate a returning officer who she!! be an oiicer ofthe Administration or of a local authodty :

provided that nothing in tiese rules shall prevent the commission from designating or nominating

the same person to be the retuming officer for more than one constituency.

(2) lt shall be the general dury of the retur.ning officer at arry election to do all sucft acts and things as
may be necessary for effedually @nducting the election in the manner pmvided by the
Regulation or rules or orders made fhereunder.

32. Assistlng Retuming Ofticors :

{1) Th; Comnlisgon may appolnt one or ntore persons to assist any retuming officer in the
perfomance of his fur,'ciions :

FroVided that every such person shau be an officer of the Admlnistration orofe.local authority.

(2) Every assistant retuming officer shall, srrbjec't to ihe co-ntrol of the ret'Jming officer, be competent' ' 
to perform all or any of the fundions of the reluming offcer:

provided thal no assi$ant retuming officer 6hall perform any of the functions of the retuming officer

which telate to the scRtiny of nomlnations unless. the retuming omcer is unavoidably pevented from
performing the said function.

33. Polling Statlons:
The retuming officer shall, with the previous approval of the Commission, povide sufficient number

of polling stations for every constituency and shall publish, in such manner as the Commission may dired,
a list sh;wiru tie polting stations so pmvided and the polling areas or gmup of vote6 for which they hcve

respeciively been provkted.

34. Presiding Officers and Polling Ofncers :

(1) The retuming officer shall appoift a presiding officer for each polling station and suci polling

oflicer or officers as he thinks necessary, but he shall not appoint any person who has been

employed by, or on behalf of, or has been otherwise working for, a candidate in or about the

e:ection :

provided that if a polling officer is absent from the polling station, the presiding officer may appoint

any person who is present at the polting station other than a person \nho has been employed by, or dR

Oehjf ot or has been otherwise working for, a candidate in or about the eledion, to be the bolling officer

during the absence of the former officer, and in case of any suclr appointment he shall inform the retuminfl

officer accordingly :

provided further that nothing in this subrute shall prevent the retuming officer from appointing the

same person to be presiding officer for more than one polling station in the same pre'nises.

I
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(2,

(3)

A polling officer shall, if so diiec'ted by the prqsiding officer, perform all or any of the functions of a
presidirq officer under these rules or orders made thereunder.
if the presiding officer is absent from the polling station, his fundions shall be performed by such
polling officer as has been previously authorized by the retuming officer to perform such funclions
during any such absence.

(4) lt shall be the general duty of the presiding officer at a polling station to keep order against threat
and to see that the poll is fairly taken.

(5) lt shall be the general duty of the polling officer at a polling
for such station in the performance of his functiom.

station to assist the presiding officer

- CHAPTER-X

POLITICAL PARTIES

35, Reseivation of Symbol for Political Parties:
(1) For the purposes of election in any constituency, the Political Patties recognized as "National

Party'' or "State Party" by the Election Commission of India under the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be deemed to be the reoognized Polltical Parties in
the Union Teftitory and the candidates set up by those partiqs shall choose, and shall be allotted,
the symbol reserved for that party and no other symbol.

(2) The choice of symbols and allotment thereof shall, as far as practicable, be Governed by the
Election symbols, (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968.

CHAPTER - XI

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES

36. Appointment of dates for Nominations etcl
As soon as the notification under rule 30 is issued, the Commission shall, by notification in the

Official Gazette, appointt:-
a) the last date and hours for making nominations which shall be the seventh day after the date of

publication of the said notification under rule 30;
(b) ihe datp, time and place for the scrutiny of the nominations, which shall be the day immediately

following the last datf for n'a!';ng nominations;
(c) the last date and hour for the withdrawal of the candidr,tures, which shall be the s{.and day

after the date for the scrutiny of nominations;
(d) the date or dates on which and the hours during which,a poll shall, it negessaq, be t€ken,

which or the first of lvhich shall be a date not eartier than the tvventieth day affer the last date for
the wiihdrawal ofthe candidatures; and

(d) the date before which t:le electiqn shall be comdeted.

E:Qtanation : For the purpose of dauses (a), (b) and (c), if the date or the last ddte b a puplic ioliday,
the next succeeding day which is not a public hotiday shalt be deemed to be the date orthe last (iate, es the
case may be.

37. Pubfic no0ce of electlon:
(1) On the issue of e notification under rule 36, the retuming officer shall subjert to any diredion of

the Commission, give, iil such manner as he thinks fit, public notice oi the intended elec'tion in
Fom 4 invi:inJ nominations of candidates for such elecrtion and specirying the place at which the
nomination papers are to be delivered and also setting out a list of approved symbols which may
be chosen by the c€ndidates.

(2) The public notice under sub'rule (1) shall be published in tt Official Gezete end copies thereof
shall be displayed at the ofiice of lhe Commission and also of the Panchayat, end at one or more

. @nspicuous places Wthin ihe Panchayat area.

Erplanation : Forthe purposes of sub-rule (1), the Commission shall, subject to rule 3{i, by notification in
. rhe Official Gazette, spec'ry the symbols that may be chosen by candidates at elections in a constituency
and the restrictions to which their choice shall be subjected.

3t. Nomination of candidate for eleciion :
Subject to the provisions of the Regulation and these rules, any person may be nominated as a

candidate for election to fill a seat if he is qualified to fill that seat.

s .::
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39, Presentatlon of nominatlon paper and requircfient of valid nomination :
(1) On or before'the date appointed,.under clause (a) of rule 96, each candidate shall, either in

person or by his ptoposer, betvveen the hours of eleven O'clock in the forenoon and three O'clock
in the aftemoon deliver to the retuming ofiicer at the place specified in this behalf in the notice
issued under rule 37, a nomination paper completed in Form 5 dearly specffying the constituency
from which he proposes to contest and signed by the candidate himself as assenting to the
nominalion and by an elector ofthe constituency es proposer :

Pmvided that no nomination paper shall be delivered b the retuming officer on a day which is a
public holiday.

(2) In a constituency where any seat is reserved for woman, a candidate shall not be deemed to be
gualitied to be chosen to fill thd seat unless the nomination paper contains a declaration by her
that she is a woman.

(3) lh a constituency vdrcre any seat is reserved for the Scfieduled Tribes, a candidate shall not be
deemed to be qtlallfed to be chosen to fill that seat unless his nominatiori rraoer contains a
declaration by h:r's :-'|t1,-itying the partieutar tribe of whidr he is a member.

(4) Any nomination paiiJr 'ir'hich is not teceivso bsfore three O'clock in the aftsrr?o(jn on lhe last date
appointed under ci;usc (a) of rule30shall be rejecrcd

(5) On the presentation of a nomination paper, the retuming officer shall satisfy himself that the
names and electoral roll numbers ofthe candidate and his proposer as entered in the nomination
paper are the same as those entered in the electoral rolls:

Provided that no misnomer or inaccurate description or clerical, technical or printing enor in regard to
the name ofthe candidate or his paposer or any olher perscn, or in regard to any place, mentioned in the
electoral roll or the nomination paper and no clerical, technicai or printing erTor in regard to the electoral roll
n[mbers of any such person in the electoral roll orii|e norninetion paper, shall affect the full operation ofthe
electoral roll or the nomination paper with respect trr such pi 

'son or piace in any case lvhere the description
ir regard to the name of the person or place is .ri.ii.:h aj t$ i,iij commonly understood, and the re.turning
ofiicer shall permit any such misnomor or inaccurate descriin:,,J: or clerical, technical or printing e.ror to be
corrected and where necessary, direct thal any siislr rnisnon*r', inaccurate description, derical, lechnicat or
printing enorInthe electoral roll or in the nomination paper shall be overlooked.

(6) Where the candidate is an eledor of a different constituency, a oopy of the electorat roll of that
constituency or relevant part thereof or a certified copy of the relevant entries in such roll shall be
produced before the retuming officer et the time of scRJtiny.

(7) Nothing in these rules shall prevent eny eandidate frcm being nominated by more than one
nomination paper :

Provided that not more than four nomination papers shall be presented by or on
candidate or accepted by the retuming officer for election in the same constituency.

behalf of any

^

.O. Symbols:
Subject to any general or special direction issued by the Commission, where at any such election,

more nomination papers than one are delivered by or on behalf of a candidate, the dedaration as to
symbols made in the nomination paRe-r titst delivered, and no other dec'laration as to symbols, shall be
taken into consideration even if that nominetion paper has been rejected.

(2) Every nomination paper delivered under rule 39 shall be accompanied by a dedaration by the
candidate inrriting specirytrE a partiqiar symbol which he has chosen as his first prcference,
within the liSt of symbols notified by the Commission and al3o speciryirE t!rc other symbols orrt of
that list which he has chosen as se@nd and thid preferences respeclivdy.

41. Deposits :
(1) A cardidat€i shall not be deemed to be duly nominated for election fiom a constituency unless he

deposits or causes to be deposited a sum of tv\o hundred and fifry rupee. The deposit shall be
forfeited if the eandidate does not secure atleast onesixth of the totat number 6f valid votes
polled. The deposited money if not forfeited, shall be retumed to the candidate after the
declaration ofthe result :

Provided ihat where a cendidate' has been nominated by more than one nomination paper for
election in the same constituency not more than one deposit shall be required of him under this sub-ru|e.

(2) Any sum required to be deposited under sub-rule(1) shall not be deemed to have been so
deposited unless at the time of delivery of the nomination paper under sub-rule (1) of rule 39 the
candidate has either deposited or caused to be deposited that sum with retuming offcer in cash
or encbsed with the nominetion paper a receipt showing that the said sum has been deposited by
him or on his behalf in any bank functioning in that area which it authorized fdr making
govemment transaciions.
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42.. Printing and price of noniination forms:
The returning officer shall anange for the supplFof printed nomination forms to the candidates. The

orice of each nomination form shall be such as may be fixed by the Commission.

4i!. Notice of nomination and the time and place for their scrutiny:
The retuming officer shall, on receiving the nomination paper under rule 39, inform the person

delivering the same,lhe date, time and place fixed for the scrutiny of nominations and shall enter on the
nomination paper its serial number and shall sign thereon a certificate stding the date on which and the
hour at which the nomination paper has been delivered to him; and shall, as soon as may be thereafter,
cause to be prepared a list of nominetions received by him as per Form 6 and also cause to be affixed in

some conspicuous place in his office a notice of the nomination containing descriptions similar to those

contained in the nomination paper, both the candidate and ofthe proposer.

44. Scrutiny of nominations:
(1) On the Aate fixed for the scrutiny of norninations under clause (h) of rule 35, the candidates their

election agents, ons ?roposer of each candidate and one other person duly aut!:orized in writing
by each candidate, but no other person, may attend, at the appointed tinre cnd place, and the
retuming officer shall give them all reasonable facilities for examining the nomination papers of ell

candidates which have been delivered within the time and in the manner laid down in rule 39.
(2) The retuming officer shall then examine the nomination papers and shall decide all objections

which may be made to any nomination, and may, either on such objection or on his own motion,
after such summary Inquiry, if any, as he thinks necessary, reject any nomination on any of the
followng grounds, namely :-
(a) that on the date fixed for the scrutiny of nomi ations the candidate either is not qualified or is

disqualified for being chosen to fill the seat under the Regulation or these rules;
(b) that there has been any failure to comply vrith any of the provislon of the rules 39 and 41; or
(c) that the signature ofthe candidate orthe prcDoser on the nomination paper is not genuine.

(3) Nothing contained in clause (b), or clause (c) of sutrrule (2) shall be deemed to authorize the' ' 
rejection of the nomination of any candidate on the ground of any irregularity in respect of a
nomination paper, if the cendidate has been duly nominated by means of another nomination
paper in respect of which no inegularity has been committed.

(+) ihe retuming officer shall not reject any nomination paper on the ground of any defecl which is
nol of a substantial chafacler.

(5) The returning officer shall hold the scrutiny on the date appointed in this behalf under clause (b)

of rule 36 and shall mt allow any adjoumment of tire proceedings except when such proceedings

are interrupted or obstructed by riot or open violence or by causes beyond his control :

provided that in cese an objeclion is raised by the retuming officei or is made by any other person

the candidate clncerned may be allowed time to rebut it not later than the next day but one follorving the
dete fixed for scrutiny, and the retuming officer shall record his decision on the daie to which the
ppceedings had been adjoumed.

(6) The retuming officer shall endorse on each nomination papor his decision ?c9e_ptinS 
or rejecting

thJ same and, if tne nomination paper is rejec'ted, shall re.nrd in triting e brief statement of his

. reasons br such rejedion.
(7) For the purposes of this rule a ce{ified copy of the entry in'the eledoral mll for th€ time being in- 

force of a corMituer,€l shall bs conclusive evidence.of the fact that tho Fer$;.-l refened to in that
entry is an eledor for that constituency.

(8) lmmediately after alt the nominetion papers have been scrutinized and decisions accepting or- ' 
rejec{ing the same have been recorded, the retuming officer shall prepare a list of validly
nominated candidates in Form 7, that is to say, candidates whose nominatinn have been found
valid, and affix it on the notice board of his office. The list shall be prepared in Hindi and English
languages and the names shall be ananged in an alphabetical order in Hindi.

(9) The name of every such candidate shall be shown in Form 7 as it appears in his nomination
paper :

provided that if a candidatg considers that his name is, inconedly spelt or is otherwisp incorrectly
shown in his nomination ptper or is different from the name by which he is popularly known' he may' at any
t ne before the list of contesting candidates is prepared, fumish in writing to the retuming officer the proper

form and spelling of his name and the retuming officer shall, on being satisfied as to the genuineness ofthe
request, make the necessary correc{ion or alteration in the list and adopt the form and spelligg in the list of
contesting candidates.

45. Withdrawal of candidature :
(1) Any candidate may withdraw his candidature by a notice in writing in Form 8. On receipt of such

notice, the retumifg officer shall note thereon the date and time at which it was delivered.

77
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(2) Everv notice of withdrawal of candideture under sub-rule(1) shall be subscribed by the candidate
and ;elivered bbfore three O'dock in the aftemoon on the day fD(ed under clause(c] of rule 36 to
the retuming officer either by such andidate in person or by his proposer or election agent who
has been authorized in this behalf in witing by such candidate'

(3) No person who has given a notic€ of withdrawal of his candidature under subrule(1)'shall b€

allowed to cancel such notice.
. (4) The retuming ofiicer shall on being satisfied as to the genuineness of a notice of withdrawal and

the identity of the person delivedng it under sub-rule(1) cause the notice to be aflxed on the

notice board of his offce. -
46. Publication of list of contesting candidates :

(1) lmmediatety after expiry of the penod within which candidatures may be withdrawn under rule 45,

the retuming offcer shall prepare and publish in English and Hindi languages, a list of contesting
candidates, that is to say, cendidates who were included in the list of validly nominated
car"ndidates and who have not withdrawn their candidature within the said period in Form 9.

(2) The said list shall contain the names in Hindi atphabetical order and the addresses of the

contesting candidates as given in the nominatic paper. The list shalt also indicate the symbols
assigned to such candidates.

(3) The retuming officer shall consider the choice of symbols expressed by the conlesting candidates
in their nomination papeF and shall, subject to any general or special direction, issued in this
behalf by the Commission -
(a) allot a different symbol to each contesting candidate in conformity, as far as practicable, with

his choice; and
(b) if more contesting candidates than one have indicated their preference for the same symbol,

decide by lot to which of such candidates the symbol will be allotted.
(4) The allotment by the returning fficer of any symbol to a candidate shail be final except where it is

inconsistent with any directions issued by the Commission in th;s behalf in which case the
Commission may revise the allotnent in such mannel as it thinks fit.

(5) Every candidate or his election agent shall forthwith be intormed of the symbol allotted to the
candidate and be supplied with a specimen thereof by the returning offi@r-

(6) A copy of the list of contesting candidates indiceting the symbols allotted to each candidate shall

be sent to the Commission and tl|e Diretur ol Pencnayal Elections.

47. Declaration of result in uncontosting eleciion:
(1) lf the number of the orfesting candidate is one, the retuming officer shall, forthwith in Fom 218

or 21C, whichever is applicable, dedare such candidate to be duly eleded to fill that seat and

sen(t si'tned copies of dedaration to the Commission and the Diredor oJ Panchaylt,Eledions.
(2) ff tnerc is no contesting (Endidate, the Commission shall, by notification in the Official Gazette,

call upon the constituency to eled a person to fillthat seal
provided that where the constituency havDlg already been called upon under this rule has failed to

elect a person to fill the vacancy, the Commission, shall not be bound to call upon the constituency untjl it is

satisfied that if called upon again, there.will be no such falure on the patt ofthe constituency.

CHAPTER.XI
CANDIDATES AI{D THEIR AGENTS

/t8, Appolrtment and functlons of6lection sgent :

(1) A candidate at an etedion may appoint any one person to be his electigYt agent in Form 1tl and

rbtice of such an appointment shall be given by foMarding the same in duplicate, to the returnini
officer who shall retum one copy thereof to the election agent after aflxing thereon his seal and

- s{gnature in token of h;s approval sf the appoirtrnerf.
(2) Any person who is for the time belng disqualified undtr the Regulation for being a member of a

Panchayat shall, so long as the disqualificatjon subsists, also be disqualified for being appointed
as an election agent under sub-rule(1). .

(3) The revocation of appointrnent of an election agent shall be made i4 Form 11. Such a revocalion
shall be signed by the candidate. and shall operate flom the date c;| which it is lodged with tf,t
retuming officer.

(4) In the eient of such a revocation or of the death of an elcctiJn agent the c€ndidete rFay, at any
time before the result of eledion is declared, appoint another person to be his election agent in
the manner specified in sub-rule(1).

(5) An elec{ion agent may perform such functions in conneclion with the elections as are adhorized
by these rules to be performed by an election agent.
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49. Appolntment and revocatiod of polling agents:.

(1) A contesting candidate or his election agent may appoint one polling agent and two relief.agents
to act as polling agents of such candidate at each polling station.

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in Form 12 and shall be made over to the polling agents
for production at the polling station.

(3) No polling agenl shall be admitted into any polling station unless he has delivered to the presiding
ofticer the instrument of his appointrnent under suFrule (2) after duly completing and signing
before the presiding ofticer the declaration cortained therein.

(4) The revocdion of the appointment of a polling agent shall be signed by the candidate or his
election agent and shell be in Form 13. lt shall operete from the date on which it is lodged with
the presidiRg officer.

(5) ln tti,!' i'^jni of any such revocation or the Ce;ilh c! a polliaig ;r!ef1, the candidate or his eledion
agen! ;a!/, at any time before the poll ic closFa. make a lr3riir ?:.,iiointment in the manner
specified in sutrrule(2)

50. Appointment of c0unting agent :

('l ) A contesting candidate or his eleciion agent may appoint one or more persons but not exceeding
such number as may be determined by the retuming of:icer, to be Fresent as his counting agent
or agents at the counting of votes, and when any such appointment is made, notice of the
appointnlent shall bri glven in Form 14 in duplicate, one copy oi wi':,th shali he fonJvarded to the
returning ufficer wi],le the other copy shall be made over to the r"::ntin,J egent for produclion
tlefore tlr.., rglurfiiir; tif.:er not laterthan one hour before the tinrs 'r !;..: ; frJ!- il'ii rlcuntino ofvotes.

(2) No countir:J aEert i,ir:,li be admitte.J into the place fixed f ;r ihe cr" .,. ;r1.r :,I,,..-;s he iras delivered
to the retl.rrnlng offi'1.9!'ihe second copy of the appointnlent oidi,f ilnder sub-ruieil) after duly
completed and sign!ng the declaration cdntained therein anci receiving from ihe reiurning officer
an authority for entry into the place fixed for counting.

(3) The revocation of an appointment of a counting agent shall be in Form 15 and lodged with the
returning officer. Any such revocation shall be signed by the candidate or his election agent and
shall operate from the date on which it is lodged with the retuming officer. In the event of such a
revocation, or of the death of counting agent before the close of the counting, the candidate or
his election agent may make a fresh appointment in eccordance with this rule.

51. Functions of polling agents and counting agonts :

(1) A polting agent may perform such functions in oonnection with the poll as are euthorized by these
rules to be performed by a polling agent.

(2) A counting agent may perfonn such functions in connection with the counting of votes as are
authorized by these rules to be perfonned by a counting agent.

52. Attendanco of a contesting candidato or his election agent at polling stations and performance
by him of the func{ions of a polling agent or counting agent :

(1) At every eleclion where a poll is taken each contesting candidate at such election and his electjon
agent shall have a right, to be present at any polling station.

(2) A contesting cendidate or his eleclion agent may himself do any act or thing which any polling

. agent or the counting agent of such contesting candidate, if appointed would have been
authorized by or under these rules to dqer may assist any polling agent or the counting agent of
such contesting candidate in doing any such act orthing.

53. Non-attendance of polling or counting agents :

. . Where any act or thingis required or authorized by or under these rules to be done in the oresence
of the polling or counting agents, the non-attendance of any such agent or agents at the time and ptace
appointed for the purpose shall.not, if the act or thing is otherwise duty done, invalidate the act or thing
oone.
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CHAPTER -XIII
PROCEDURE AT ELECTIONS

54, Death of candidate before the poll :

lf a candidate, set up by a recognized political party i
(a) dies at any timd after 1'l a.m. on the last date for making nominations and his nomination is

found valid on scrutiny under rule 44;
(b) whose nomination has been found valid on scrutiny under rule 44 and who has not withdrawn' ' 

his candidature under rule 45 dies and in either case, a report of his death is received at any

time before the publication of the list of contesting candidates under rule 46, or
(c) dies as a contesting candidate and a report of his death is received before the commencement

of the po , the retuming officer shall upon being satisfied about the fad of the death of the

candidate by order,. countermand the poll and report the fact to the Commission and to the

Director of iranchayat Elections and all proceedings with reference to the eledion shall be

commenced a new in all respects as if for a new election :

provided that no order for countermanding a poll should be made in a case refened to in clause (a)

except afterthe scrutiny of all the nominations including the nomination of the deceased candidate :

Provided further that no funher nomination shall be necessary in the case of a person who was a

contesting candidate at the time ofthe countermanding ofthe poll l

provided also that no person who has given a notice of withdrawal of his candidalure under sub-

rule (1) of rule 45 before the countermanding of the poll shall be ineligible for being nominated as a
cendidate for the eleclion after such countermanding.

Explanation: Forthe purpose ofthis rule, a recognized "Political party" means, a political party. recognized

byihe Etection Commission of India underlhe Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) order, 1968.

55. Procedure in contested eleetion :

(1) contesting candidates is more than the number of seats to be filled, a poll shall be taken.
(2i if a poll becomes necessary the returning officer shall supply to each candidate or his election

agent -
(a) a copy of the list of contesting candidates; and
(b) specimen of the symbol allotted to them.

56, Eligibility of members of Scheduled Ttibes and women to hold seats not reserved for them :
For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that a member of the Scheduled Tribes or a

woman shall not be disqualified to hold a seat not reserved for members of those tlibes or women, if he or
she is otherwise qualified to hold such seats under the Regulaiion and these rules.

57. Publication of hours fixed for polling:-

The Commission shell fx the hours during which the poll will be taken and the hours so fixed shall

be published by notification in the Official Gazette.

' Provided that the total period allotted on any one day for polling at an eledion in a constituency
shall not be less than eight hours.

58. Voting normally to be in person;
All electors voting at an eleclion shall do so in person at the polling station, and no vote shall be

received by proxy.

59. Adjournment of poll in emergencies:
(1) lf at an etection the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by any riot or

open violence, or lf at an eledion it is not possible to take the poll at any polling station on
account of.any natural calamity, or aiy other sufficient cause, the presicling officer for such polling.

station shall announce an adjoumment of the poll to a date to be notified later, and where the poll

is so adjourned by a presiding officer, he shall forthwth inform the retuming officer.
(2) Whenever a poll is adjourned under sub-rule (1), the returning officer shall immediately report the

circumstances to the Director of Panchayat Elections and the Commission and shall, as soon as
may be with the previous approvd of the Commission, publish a notice appointing the day on
which the poll shall re.commenco from the stage at which it was left immediately before the
adjoumment and fx the polling strtion at which, and the hours during which, the poll will be taKen'

and shall not count the votes tast at such election until such adjourned poll shall have been

completed.
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(3) In every such case as aforesaid, the rduming officer shall notiry in such manner as the
Commission may direci the date, place and hours of polling fixed under sub-r.ule (2).

O0, Procedure on adioumment of poll :

(1) tf the poll at any po ing station is adjoumed under rule 59, the provisions of rules 7910 82 shall,' 
as far es practicabte, apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that behalf under rule

(2) When an adjoumed poll is recommenced under suFrule (2) of rule 59 the eledors who have
already voled at the poll so adjoumed shell not be allor^red to vote again'

(3) The retuming officer shall prcvide the presiding officer of the polling station at which such
adjoumed pott is hetd, with the sealed pabket containing. the marted copy of the eledoral roll

and a ner4 ballot box.
(4) The presiding officer shall open the sealed packet in the presence of the polling agents present

aiiC use the marked copy ofthe electoral roll for marking the names of the electors to whom the

bal!.ri papers are issued at the adjourned poil without hcydeJer recording therein the serial

numbD!'thereof.
(5) The provisions of rules 63 to 82 shall apply in relation to the cotiduct of an adjourned poll as

they apply in retation to the poll before it was so adjoumed.

61. Adjoumment of poll or countemanding of election on ground of bocth capturing :

(1) lf at any electicn --
(a) booth capturing has taken place at a polling station in such a rnanner that the result of the

poll at that polling station cannot be ascertained; or

bo.th capir.rrinli takes place in any place for counting of v'.r " in such a manner that the
result of i:r.L!.:lir:g cannot be ascertained; the reiuining r;:i iar si:;ii icrthlvith report the
mader tc th3 Coinmission.

(2) The Comffiissirn sitall, on receipt of a rgport from the returiling rificer untier sub-rule (1) anC

aftei taking ali .naterial circumstances into account, either -
(a) declare that the poll at that polling station be void, appoint a day, and fix the hours, for

. taking fresh poll at that polling station and notify the date so appointed and hours so fixed in
such manner as it may deem fit; or

(b) if satisfied that in view of the large number of polling stations involved in booth capturing,
the result of the election is likely to be affeded, or that booth capturing had affected

' counting of votes in such a manner as to affect the result of the elecrtion, countermand the
election in that ward.

Explanation : For the purposes of this rule, "booth captudng" indudes, among other things, all or any of
the following activities namety :-

(i) seizure of a polling station fixed for the poll by any person or persons, making polling authorities
surender the ballot papers and doing of any other act vvhich affecls the orderly conduct of
elections;

(ii) taking possession of a polling station fixif for the poll by any person or persons and allowing only
his or their own supporters to exercise their right to vote and prevent others from voting;

(iii) threatening any eleclor and preventirE him from going to the polling station fixed for the poll to cast
his vote ;

(iv) seizure of a place for cour ing of votes by any person or pe]sons, making the cour ing authorities
sunender the ballot papers and the doing of anything which affects the ordedy countjng of votes;

(v) doing by any person in the service of Govemment of all or eny of the doresaid activities or aiding or
' conniving at, any such actvity in the furtherance of the prospects of the election of a candidate.

62. Fresh poll In the case of destruction etc. of ballot boxes:
(1) lf at any elec'tion -

(a) any ballot box used at a polling station is unlawfully taken out of the custody of the
presiding officer or the retuming officer or is accidentally or intentionally destroyed or lost,

or is damaged or tanpered with, to such an extent that the result of the poll at that polling

station cannot be ascertained; or
(b). any such enor or inegularity in procedure irs is likely to vitiate the poll is committed at a

polling station; the retuming officer shall fodhwith report the matter to the Commission,
(2) Thereupon the Commission shall, after taking all matedal circ'umstances into account, either -

(a) declare the poll at that polling station void, appoint a day and fix the hours for taking a

, fresh po at that polling station and notify the day so appointed and the hou|s so fixed in
such manner as it may deem fit; or

(b)
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(b) if setisfied that the result of a fresh poll at that pollirlg station will hot, in any way, affec.t the
resutt of the election of that constituency or that the efror or inegularity in procedure is not
mderial, issue sucn directions to the retuming otrrcer as it may deem proper for the further
condud and completion of the eledion.

(3) The provisions of the Regulation and these rules made thereunder shall apply to every fresh poll
as they apply to the original poll.

63, Dosign of bauot boxes :
Every ballot box shall be of such design as may be approved by the Commission.

64. Form of ballot papeE:
(1) Every ballot paper shall have a counterfoil attached thereto end the set ballot paper and the

counterfoil shall be in such form and the padculars therein shall be in such language or
languages as the Ccrnmission may direct.

(2) The names of tne t,cndidates shall be ananged on the ballot paper in the eanle order in which
they appear ;n liF: i:.r of conteslinE candidates.

(3) It two or moie r,'.-rid:dates bear the s'.rme name, they shall be distinguishsd by the addition oi
their occupation of r--sidence or in some other manner.

65. Arrangements at Polling Stations:
(1) Outside each polling station there shall be displayed pominently -

(a) a notice specifying the polling area the electors of which are entitled to vote at the polling
station and when the polling area has more than one polling station, the particulaF of the
elector so entitled; and
(b) a copy ofthe list of contesting. candiCates.

(2) At each polling stalion, there shall tre set rlj],-!.e ,ir more voting compartments in which the
electors Can record theirvotes Soree'iall iior:-; - '.rri.?iiuit.

(3) The retuming officer shall proviqe ai iach p3l;ii.! sistion a sufficient number of ballot boxes,
copies of the relevant part of the eieciorai roil, baiiot papers, instruments for stamping the
distinguishing mark on ballot papers and articles necessary for eledors to mark the ballot
papers and such other materials, as are necessary for the conduct of poll.

66, Admission to Polling Station:' The presiding officer shall regulde the number of eleclors to be admitted at any one time inside the
polling stetion and shall exdude therefrom all persons other than -

(a) polling officers:
(b) public servants on duty in connection with the election;
(c) persons authorized by the Commission;
(d) candidates, their eledion agents and one polling agent of each candidate;
(e) a child in arms accompanying an eledor;
(f) a person accompanying a blind or irfirm eledor who cannot move without help; and
(g) such other persons as the retuming officer or the presiding officer may employ for the

purpose of eledion. '

67. Facilities for wornen electors :
(1) Where a polling station is both for men and uomen electors, the presidirE officer may direct. that they shall be admitted into the polling station altemately in separate batcf|es.
(2) The retumirg officer or the presiding officer may appoirft a \,roman to serye as an afterdant at

any polling station to assist rrvomen electors and elso to assist the presiding officer generalty in
taking the poll in respect of uDmen electors, and in pertic{lar to help in searching any woman. elecior in case it becomes nece-ssary.

68, ldentification of elec{ors :

(1) The presiding officer may employ at the polling station such persons as he thinks frt to help in
the identification ofthe electors orto assist him othenvise in taking the poll.

(2) As each elec'tor enters tfle polling station lhe presiding officer orthe polling officer authorized by
him in this behalf shall check the electo/s name and other particularc with the relevant enky in the electoral
roll and then cell out the serial number, name and other particulars of the eledor.

(3) Where the polling station is situated in a constituency, electors ofwhich have been supplied with
identity cards under the provisions of the Registration of Eledors Ruies, 1960, the elector shalt produce his
identity card before the presiding officer or tbe polling officer arrthorized by him in this behatf.

-- (4) In deciding the right of a person to obtain a ballot paper, the presiding officer or the polling
officer, as the case may be, shall overlook merely clerical or printing efiors in an entt in the eledordl roll if
he ls satisfied that such person iS identicel with the elector to whom such entry relates.
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69. Preparation of ballot boxes for poll :

(1) Where a paper seal ib used for securinqa ballot box, the presiding officer shall aftix his own
signature on the paper seal and obtain thereon the signature of such of the polling agents present as ere
desirous of aflxing the same.

(2) The presiding officer shall thereafter fix the paper seal so signed in the space meant therefore in
the ballot box and shall then secure and seal the box in such manner that lhe slit for the insertion of ballot
paper there into remains open.

(3) The seels used for securing a ballot box shall be affixed in such manner that after the box has
been closed it is not possible to open it without breaking the seal.

(4) Where it is not necessary to use paper seals for securing ihe ballot boxes, the presiding officer
shall secure and seal the ballot boxes in such manner that the slit for the insertion of ballot papers remains
open and shall allow the polling agents present to affix, if they so desire, their seals.

(5) Every ballo.l box used at a polling station shall bear labels, both inside and outside, marked with -
(a) the serial number, if any and the name ofthe constituency;
(b) the serial number and name of the polling station;
(c) the serial number of the ballot box (to be filled in at the end of the poll on the label outside

the ballot box only); and
(d) the date of Poll.

(6) lmmediately before the commencemer of the poll, the presiding officer, shall demonstrate to
the polling agents that the ballot box is empty and bears the labels refened to in sub-rule (5).

(7)The ballot box shall then he closed, sealed and secured and place in full view of the presiding

officer and the polling agenls.

70. Marked copy of Etectoral Roll :

lmmediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding ofiicer shall allow the polling

agents and others present to inspect the marked copy ofthe eles-toral roll to be used during the poll-

71. Challenging of identity :

(1) Any polling agent may challenge the identity of a person claiming to be a particular eleclor by
first depositirg a sum of two rupees in cash with the presiding officer for each such challenge.

(2) On such deposit being made, the presiding officershall-
(a) wem lhe petson challenged ofthe penalty for personation;
(b) read the relevant entry in the elecloral roll in full and ask him whether he is the person

refened to in that entry;
(c) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form 16;
(d) require him to affix his signature, or left thumb impression in the said list.

(3) The presiding ofiicer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the challenge and may for that
purpose -

(a) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge and the person
challenged to adduce evidence in proof of his identity;

(b) put to the person challenged any question for the purpose of establishing his identity and
require him to answer them on oath; and

(c) administer an oath to the person challenged and any other person offering to give
evidence.

(4) lf, after the inquiry, the presiding officer considers that the challenge has not been established,
he shall allow the person chatlenged to vote and if he considec that the challenge has been established, he
shall debar the person challenged from voting.

(5) lf the presiding officer is of the opinion lhat the challenge is frivolous or has not been made in
good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under suFrule ('1) be forfeited to the Panctlayat Fund, and
in any other case, he shall retum itto the challenger atthe conclusion ofthe inquiry.

72. Safeguards against personation :

(1) Every eleclor about whose identity the presiding officer or the polling officer, as the cas'e may
be, is satisfied, shall allow his left forefinger to be inspected by the presiding officer or polling o{ficer and an
indelible ink mark to be put on il.

(2) lf any eleclor refuses to allow his left forefinger to be inspected or ma*ed in accordance with
sub.rule (1) or has already such a mark on his left forefinger or does any acl with a view to removing the ink
mark, or he fails or retuses to produce his identity card as required by subrule (3) of rule 68; he shall not be
supplied with any ballot paper or allowed to vote.

(3) Where a poll is laken simultaneously in a Gram Panchayat Constituency, in a Panchayat Samiti
Constituency or in e z'llla Parishad Constituency, an elector whose left forefinger has been marked with
indelible ink or who has produced his identity card at one such election shall, notwith standing anything
contained in sub-rule (1) and (2), be supplied with a ballot paperforthe other election.
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(4) Any reference in thjs rule to the left forefinger of an etector shall in the case where tne eteclorhas his left forefinger missing, be construed as a reference to any other linger of nis Gt n"ri, 
"no 

sn"rr inthe case, where all the fingers of his left hand sre missing, be construed as; reference to the forefinger orany other fir€ers of his right hand, and shall in the case where all his fingers oi botn tne'nanoi'aie missing
be construed as a reference to such e)dremity of his refr oi right arm as he possesses.

73. lssue of ballot papers to electors:
(1) Every ballot paper before it is issued to an eleclor and the counterfoil attached thereto sha be

stamped on the back with such distinguishing mark as the commission may direct, anc euerynittot paper,
before itj-s. issued, shall be signed in fult, on its back by the presiding officer.'

(2) At the time of issuing a ba ot paper to an elector, the poiting officer shalt _

(a) record on its counterfoil the electoral roll number of the elector as entered in the marked
copy of the electoral rcll;

(b) obtain the signature or ihumb impression of that elector on the said counterfoil; ano(c) mark the name of the elector in the marked copy of the electorat rott to inJicae tnat a nattotpaper has b€en issued to him, without however recoding therein the serial number of the
ballot paper issued to that elector :

Provided that no ballot paper shall be delivered to an elector unless he has iut his signature orthumb impression on the munterfoil of that ballot oaDer.
(3) lt shall not be necessary for any preiiding officer or polling officer or any other officer to attest

the thumb impression ofthe elector on the counterfoil.

.. . (4) No peBon in the polling station shall note down the serial numbers of the ballot papers issued to
Darticular electors.

74 , Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within the polling station and voting procedure :
. (1) Every eledor to whom a ballot paper has been issued under rule 7s sha m;ntain iecrecy ofvoting wilhin the polling station and for that purpose observe the voting procedur€ nouinineil"ia oo"*.

(2) The elector 6n receiving the ballot paper shall for withi
(a) proceed to one of the voting pompartments;' (b) there make a mark on the ballot paper with the instrument supplied for the purpose on or

near the symbol ofthe candidate for whom he intends to vote;
(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote:
(d) if required, showto.the presiding officer the distinguishing mark on the baflot paper:
(e) insert the folded ballot paper into the ballot box; and
0 quit the po ing station.

(3) Every elector shall vote without undue delav.
(4) No elector shall be allowed to enter a voting compartment when another elector is irtside it.(5) lf an erector to whom a balot paper has been issued, refuses aner wiming j-iven oy tnepresiding ofncer to observe the procedure as laid down in sub-rule (2), the ballot p"p", ir.rioio 

-nm 
,n"rr,whether he has recorded his vore thereon or not, be taken back'fr:om ni, uv it,i-pr*ijin!'iri,"",. o, 

"polling officer under the direction of the presiding officer .

. .Jo) A{9r the ballot paper has been taken back, the presiding officer sha record on its back thewoftls "c€ncerred: voting procedure violated' and put his signature berow those wards.
. .. . 0 All the ballot papers on which the words "Cancelled: voting procedure violated,'are recorded,shall be kept in a separate cover whlch shall bear on its face the worjs'"eamt papen: votins-iroc"drr"Violated".

. . . (E Without prejudice to any other penatty to which an elector frcm whom a ballot paper has been
!1kel b.ack under sutsrure (5) may be riabie, the vote, if any, recorded on such balot pafieiinap not uecounted.

75, Recording of votes of blind or infirm electors :

. . .('l) lf the presiding officer is satisfied lhat owing to blindness or other physical infirmity an electo, isunable to re-cognize the symbols.on the ballot paper;r to make a mark thereon withorrt assistance, tnepresiding officer shal permit the erecior to take with him a companron oinot i;;;;ifi;;lirl or 
"g"to the voting compartmert for recording the vote on the balloi paper on his behalf and in accordance withhis,wjshes, and if rieqessary, for folding the ballot p"pur 

"o 
a"io'-nceal the *tg rno in*,rins it into tnaballot box:

... Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as the companion of more than one elector ar anypolling station on the same day :

Provided further that befor.e.any person in permitted to act as the companion of an elector on anyday under this rule, the person shell be required to declare that he wi keep seciet the vot" i"*rouo oy ni,on behalf of the eleclor and that he has not already acted as the companion of any other elector at anypolling station on that day.
(2) The presiding officer shafl keep a record in Form 17 of aI cases under this rure.
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76. Spoilt and retu;ned ballot papers:
(1) An elector who has inadvertently dealt with,his baHot, paper in such manner that it cannot be

conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on retuming itlo the presiding officer and on satisfying him of the
inadvertence, be given anoiher ballot paper and the ballot paper so retumed and the counterfoil of such ballot
paper shall be marked "spoilt: Cancelli-'d" by the presiding ofticer.

(2)lf an elector after oblaining a ballot paper decides not to use it, he shall retum it to the presiding

officer, and the ballot paper so retumed and the counterfoil of such ballot paper shall be.maiked as "Retumed:
Cancelled' by the presiding ofticer.

(3) All baltot papers cancelled under sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall be kept in a separate packet.

77. Tendered votes:' (1) lf a person representing himseF to be a particular eleclor applies for a ballot paper efter another
person has already votgd as such elector, he shall, on satisfaclorily answering such questions relating to his
identity as the presiding oflicer may ask, be entitled, subjec{ 1o the following provisions of this rule, to mark a
ballot paper (hereinafter in these rules refened to as a "tendered ballot paper') in the same manner as any
other elector.

(2) Every such person shall before being supplied with a tendered ballot paper sign his name against
the entry relating to him in a list in Form 18.

(3) A tendered ballot paper shall be the same as the other ballot papers used at the polling except
that -

(a) such tendered ballot paper shall be serially the last in the bundle of ballot papers issued for
use at the polling station; and

(b) such tendered ballot paper and its counterfoil shall be endorsed on the back with the words
'Tendered ballot papef' by the presiding officer in his o n hand and signed by him.

(4) The eledor after marking a tendered ballot paper in the voting compafinent and folding it, shall
instead of pdting it into ballot box, give it to the presiding ofiicer, who shall place it in a cover specially kept for
the purpose.

78. Closing of poll :
(1) The presiding offcer shall close the polling station at the hour tixed in that behalf and shall nol

thereafter admn any eledor into the polling station:

Provided that atl eleclors present at the polling station before it is closed shali be allowed to nast their
votes.

(2) lf any question arises whether an elector was present at the polling station before it was closed, it
shall be decided by the presiding officer and his decision shall be final.

79. Seating of ballot box after poll :
(1) As soon as pftrcticable after the dosing of the poll, the presiding ofiicer shall dose the slit of the

ballot box, and where the box does not contain any mechanical device for closing the slit, he shall seal up the
slit and also allow any polling agent to affD( his seal.

(2) The ballot box shall thereafier be sealed and secured
(3) Where it becomes necessary to use a'second ballot box by reason of the first ballot box getting

.Jull, the tirst ballot box shall be dosed, sealed and secured as provided in sub-rules (1) and (2) before any
olher ballot box is put ir o use-

,, , (4) The foregoing provisions of this rule shall rpt apply at a polling station to the presiding officer of
which the Commission has issued a direction asking him to proceed in aeordance with sub-rule (5).

(5) At any such pollirq slation as soon as practicable der the dose of poll the preslJirE officer shdl -
(a) transfer all the ballot papers contained in the ballot box or boxes used at that polling station,

without examining or @unting them and with due regard to the secrecy of the ballot, ir o a
doth bag or cloth-lined cover after demonstrating to the polling agents present that the bag or
cover is empty;

(b) allow the polling agefits present to inspect each ballot box and dembnstrate to them thet it
. has been emptied;

{c) record on the bag or cover the name ofthe constituency, the name ofthe polling statiof} and
tbe date ofthe Doll: and

. (d) seal the bag or cover and allow any polling agent present to affx his seal thereon.

80. Account of ballot paper :

(1) The presiding officer shall at the close of the poll prepare a ballot paper account in Form 19 and
entlose it in a separate cover with the words "Ballot Paper Account" superscribed thereon.

(2) The bresid,ng officer shall fumish to every polling agent present at the close of the poll a true copy
of the entries made in the ballot paper account after obtaining a receipt from the satd polling agent therefore
and shall also attest it as a true @Dv..
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8'1. Sealing of other packets :
(1) The presiding offtcer shall then make into.separate pacaets -

(a) the marked copy ofthe eledoral roll;
(b) the counterfoil of the used ballot papers;
(c) the ballot paper signed in full by the presiding officer but not issued to the vote6;
(d) any other ballot papers not issued to the voters;
(e) the ballot papers cancelled for violation of voting proc€durq;
(0 any other cancelled balbt papers;
(g) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the lisf in Form 18;

{h} the list of challenged votes; and
(2) any other papers directed by the Commission to be kept in a sealed pecket.
(3) Eacn such pack€{ shall be sealed with the seals of the presiding offcer and with the seals either of

the candidate or of his election agent or of .his pollir€ agent who may be present at the polling station

. _ 
and may desire to affix his seals thereon.

82, Transmission of ballot boxes, etc. to the retuming officer :

(1) The presidirE offcer shall then deliver or cause to be delivered to the retuming officer at such place
as the retumirE officer may direcl -
(a) the ballot boxes, or as the c€se may be, the bags or covers referred to in rule 79 ;

(b) the ballot paper ac@unt ;
(c) the sealed packets refefied to in rule 81; ard
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

(2) The returning officer. shall make adequate anangements fot the safe transporf of all balloi boxes,' packets and other papers and for their sefe custody until the commencernert of the counting of

CHAPTER _ XIV

COUNTING OFVOTES

83. Counting 6f votes ; At every eleclion where a poll is taken, voies shall be counted by or under the
supervision and direction of the retuming officer, end each contesling candidate, his election agent, and the
countirE agents shall have a right lo be present at the time of counting.

84. Time and place for counting of votes : The retuming officer shall, at least one week before the date
fixed $or the'pol|, appoir the place or places where the counting of votes witl be done and thb date and time at
whicfi the courfing will commence and shall give mtice of the same in witing to each cendidate of his
eleclion agent:

Provided that if for any reason the retuming officer finds it necessary so to do, he may alter the date,
time and place or places so fD(ed, or any of them, efter giving notice of the same in writing to eech candidate
or his election agent.

85, Admission to the plac€ fixed for counting :
(1) The retuming offcer shall o(clrde from the place fixed for 6urting of votes all persons except -

. (a) such persons (to be known as counting supervisors and cour ing assistants) as he may appoint
to assist hiln in the counting;

(b) peGons euthorized by the Commission;
(c) public setuants on duty in mnnection with the eleclion; and

, . (d) candidates,.their eledion agents erd counting agents.
(2) No person who has been employed by or on behalf of, or has been otheMise working for, a candidate

. in or about the eledtion shall be appointed under dause(a) of sub-rule (1).
(3) The retuming officer shall decide wtrich accounting agert or agents shall watch the counting at any

particular counting table or group of counling tebles.
(4) Any person wtp, during the counting of votes misorduct himself or fails to obey the lawful directions

of the retuming officer can be removed from the place lvhere the votes are being counted by the
retuming officer or by any police officer on duty or by any peFon authorized in this behalf by thc
retuming officer.

86. Maintenancr of secrecy ofvoting:
(1) Every ofiicer, clerk, €gerfi or other peEon vvho performs any duty in connection with the recording cv' ' 

muniing of votes at an eleaion sh;ll mainteinr and aid in riaintiining, the,secrecy of the voting and
shall not (except for sorne purpose authorized by.or under any law) communicete to any petson arry

information calculated to violate sucfi secrecy.
(2) The retuming officer shatl before he @mmences the counling read out the above provision to such

persons as may be pr€sent-
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87. Scrutiny and opening of ballot boxes :
(1) The returning officer may have the ballot box or boxes used at more then one polling station

{ opened and the ballot papers found in sugh box or boxqs counted simultaneously.
(2) Before any ballot box is opened at a counting table, the counting agents present at that table shall

be allowed to inspect the paper seal or such other seal as might have been affixed thereon and to
satisfy themselves that it is in tad.

(3) The retuming officer shall saiisfy himself that none of the ballot boxes has in fact been tamoered
with.

(4) lf the retuming officer is satisfied that any ballot box has in fact been tampered with, he shal not
count the ballot papers contained in that box and shall follow the procedure laid down in rule 62 in
respect ofthat polling station. .

88. Destruc{ion, loss, etc. of ballot papers at the tifi}e of counting :
(1) lf eny time before the counting of votes is completed, any ballot papers used at a polling slation are

unlawfully taken out of the custody of the returning officer or are acddentally or intentionally
destroyfo or lost, or are damaged or tampered with, to such an extent that lhe result of the ooll at
that polling station cannot be ascertained, the retuming officer shall forthwith report the maiter to
the Commission.

(2) Thereupon, the Commission shall, after taking all material circumstances into account, either -

(a) direct that the counting of votes shell be stopped, declare the poll at that polling station to be
void, appoint a date, and fx the hours, for takng a fresh poll at that polling station and notify the
date so appointed and hours so fixed in such manner as it may deem fit; or

(b) if satisfied that the result of a fresh ballot at that polling station will not, in any way, affec{ the
result ofthe eledion, issue such directions to the retuming officer as it may deem pmper for the
resumption aqd completion of counting and for the further mnduct and completlon of the
election in relation to which the votes have been @unted.

(3) The provisions of these rules or orders made thereunder shall apply to overy suqh fresh poll as they
apply to the original poll.

89. Counting of votes :
(1) Subject to such general or special directions, if any, as may be given by the Commission in this

behall the ballot papers taken out of each ballot box shall be ananged in convenient bundles and
scrutinized.

(2) The retuming officer shall reject a ballot paper-
(a) if it bears any mark or writing by which the eledor can be identmed; or
(b) if it bears no mark at all to indicate the vote or it bears a mark elsewhere than on or near the

symbol of one of the candidates on the face of the ballot paper or if it bears a mark made
otherwise than with the instrument supplied for the purpose; or

(c) if votes are given on it in favour of more than one candidate; or
(d) if the mark indicating a vote thereon is placd in such manner as to make it doubtful to which

candidate the vote has been given; or
(e) if it is a spurious ballot paper; or
(f) if it is so damaged or mutilated that its idenlity as a genuine ballot paper cannot be established;

or
(g) if it bears a serial number or is of a design, different fiom the serial number, or design, as tne

case mey be, ofthe ballot papers authorized for use at the particular polling station; or
(h) if it does not bear both the mark and the signature which it should nive Oome under the

provision ofthe sub-rule (1) of rule Z3:
Provided that where the retuming officer is satisfied that any such defect as is mentioned in clause

(g) or clause (h) has been caused by any mistake or failure on the part of a presiding officer or polling
officer, the ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground of such defect:

Provided further that a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground that the mark
indicating the vote is indistincl or made more than onc€, if the intention thafthe vote s-hall be for a particular
candidate clearly appears from the way the paper is marked.

(3) Before rejecling any ballot paper under suFrule (2) the retuming officer shelt allow each @untinq
agent present a reasoneble opportunity to inspect that ballot paper btlt shell not aflow him to handl;
it or any other ballot paper.

(4) Thp retuming officer shatl endorse on every ballot paper which he rejects the word 'Rejected' and
. the.sPqlgq of rejedion in abbreviated form either in his own hand oiby means of a ru6ber stamp

and shall initiel such endorsement.

(5) All ballot papers rejected under this rule shall be bundled together.

(6) Every ballot paper which is not rejeded under this rule shall be counted as one vatid vote:
Provided that no cover containing tendered baltot papers shall be opened and no such Oitto, p"per

shall be counted.
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(7) After the munting of all ballot papers contained in all the ballot boxes used at a polling station has
been comoleted-

(a) the counting supervisor shall fill in and sign Part-ll result of counting in Form
also be signed by the returning officen and

(b) the returning officer shall make the entries in a result sheet in Form 20 and
particulars.

19, which shall

announce the

90. Sealing of used ballot papers : The valid ballot papers of each candidate and the rejecled ballot
papers shall thereafter be bundled separately and the several bundles made up into a separate packet
which shall be sealed with the seals of the retuming officer and of such of the candidates, their eledion
agents or counting agents as may desire to affix theii seals thereon: and on the packets so sealed shall be
remrded the following particulars, namely -

(a) the name of the constituency; and
(b) the particulars of the polling station wnere the ballot papers have been used; and
(c) the date of counting.

91, Counting of ballot papers transferred to bags or covers under rule 79 : The provisions of rules 87,
89, and 90 shall apply so far as may be in relation to counting of ballot papers and votes, if any, which have
been transfefied from ballot boxes to cloth bags or cloth lined covers under sub-rule (5) of rule 7gl

Provided that any reference in the said rules to a ballot box shall be construed as a reference to a
bag or cover to which the contents of a ballot box have been transfered.

92. Counting to be continuous : The returning officer shall as far as practicable, proceed continuously
with the counting and shall, during any intervals when the count;ng has to be suspended, keep the ballot
papers, packets and all other papers relating to the election sealed with his own seal and the seals of such
candidates or election agents as may desire to affix their seals and take sufficient precaution for their safe
custody during such intervals.

93. Recommencement of counting after fresh poll :
(1) lf a fresh poll is held under rule 62, the retuming officer shall, after completion of that poll,

recommence the counting of the votes on the date and at the time and place which have been fixed
by him in that behalf and of which notice has been preyiously given to the candidate6 and their
election agents.

94, Recount of votes:
('l) After the completion of the counting, the retuming offic€r shall record inthe result sheet in Form 20

the total number of votes polled by each candidete and announce the same.
(2) After such announcement has been made, a candidate or in his absence, his election agent or any

of his counting agents may apply in writing to the retuming officer to recount the votes either wholly
or in part stating the grounds on which he demands such recount.

(3) On such an application being made the returning officer shell decide the matter and may allow the
application in whole or in part or may reject it in Toto if it appears to him to be frivotous or
unreasonable.

(4) Every decision of the retuming officer under sub-rule (3) shall be in writing and contain the reasons
therefor.

(5) lf the retuming off cer decided under sub-rule (3) to allow a recount of the votes either whollv or in
part he shall -
(a) do the recounting in accordance with rule 89;
(b) amend the result sheet in Form 20 to the extent necessary after such recount; and
(c) announce the amendments so made by him.

(6) After the total number of votes polled by each candidate has been announced under sub-rule (1) or
sutrrule (5), the returning officer shall complete and sign the result sheet in Form 20 and no
application for recount shall be entertained thereafter :

Provided that no step under this sub-rule shall be taken on the mmpletion of counting until the
candidates and election agents present at the completion thereof have been given a reasonable opportunity
to exercise the right conferred by sub.rule (2).

95. Equality of votes : lf after the counting of the votes is completed an equality of votes is found to exist
between any candidates and the addition of one vote will entitle any of those candidates to be declared
elected, the returning officer shall forthwith decide between those candidates by lot and proceed as if the
candidate on whom the lot falls had received an additional vote.
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96. Declaration of result of election and return of eleclion :

(1)WhenthecountingofVoteshasbeencomp|eted,thereturningofficersha|l,intheabsenceofany
direction by tne commislLnfo tn" *nttlry, forthwith declare the result of the election in the

manner Provided in these rules'

(2) The returning officer shall -

(a)dec|areinForm2lorForm2,tA,whicheverisapplicab|e,thecandidatetowhomthe|argest
number of vatid *t"i n*" G"n given, to be elected and send signed copies thereof to the

Director of Panchayat Elections, the Commission and the Administrator;

(b) comolete and certiry the retum of election in For!r;. 22 and send signed copies thereof to the
' ' 

Commission and the Director of Panchayat Elections'

97'G'antofcertificateofe|ectionto]eturnedcandidates:Assoonasmaybeafteracandidatehas
been dectared by the retuming officer to be elected, the retulning officer shall.grant to such candidate a

certificate of election in rorm zJ anJ oot"in *ot the candidate an acknowledgement of its receipt duly

;6il;t nim anO immeOtately iend tne acfnowledgement by registered post to the Director of Panchavat

Electiom.

98. publication of names of members elected to Panchayat : The commission, shall, as soon as

iiliur",'ir-iriin ln tne omciai Ga."ttu tn" list containing the names of the members elec{ed to the

panchavat and also cause auan 
" 

iiS t" n" affixed on the notice board of his officer and the office of the

Panchayat.

gg.Dateofe|ectionofcandidates:Forthepurposesoftheseru|es,thedateonwhichlhecandidateis
;:#;d d;;;;#i;;;ffi;;;b ;; rlecred to a paqchayat shal be the date of elecrion of that candidate.

CHAPTER - XV

MULTIPLE ELECTIONS

100. Vacation of seats when elected to two ol more Panchayats :

(1)AnypersonwhoischosenasamemberoftwoormorePanchayatsandwhohasnottakenhisseat
in any panchayat rnnv,'ov notii" in writing signed 

_by 
him and delivefed to the concemed Retuming

Officer and tne Commislion witnin t"n OiV" itot the date, or the later of the dates, on which he is

so chosen, intimate in *ni"n oftn" Panchayat he wishes to serve, and thereupon, his seat in the

PanchayatorPanchayatsonwhichhedoesnotwishtoseNeshal|becomevacant'

(2) In defautt of such intimation within the aforesaid period' his seat -

(a)hisseatintheGramPanchayat,incaseheischosenasamemberofaGramPanchayatanda
Panchayat Samiti; or

(b) his seats in the Grarn Panchayat.ald !.Jh1 Panchayat Samiti' in case he is chosen as a

member of a Panchayat Samili and the Zilla Parishad; or

(c)hisseatinthePanchayatsamiti,incaseh-e-jschosenasamemberofaPanchayatSamitiand
the Zilla Parishad; shall, at the expiration of that period' become vacant'

(3) Any intimation given under sub rule (1) shall befinal and inevocable'

(4)Forthepurposesofthisru|eandofru|e101'thedateonwhichapersonischosentobeamember
ofthe Panchayat shall be the date of his election

101. vacation of seats by persons already members of one Panchayat on election to another

Panchayat :

(1) lf a person who is already a member ofone.Panchayat and has taken his seat in such Panchayat is
' ' choien a member of anotner eancnayat, his seat in the Panchayat in which he has already taken

nis seat shall, on the date on which heis so chosen to another Panchayat, become vacant'

102. Election on to more than one seat in one Panchayat : lf a person is elected to more than one seat

in any Fancnayat or Panchayats, then, unless within fourteen days from the date of his election or where

i'na Jltei of ni6 eleclion are different in respect of different seats, fourteen days from the last of those dates'

il r".ia;; atl but one ot tne ieaa oy writing under his hand addressed to the Director of Panchavat

Eledio;s and the,€orhmission, alt the seats shall become vacani'



qHAPTER-ruI
PUBLICATION OF ELECTION RESULTS

103. Publication of results of general elections to Panchayats: Where a general election isheldforthe

prrp"r" 
"G^ititgting 

a new panchay€t, there shall be notified by the commission jn ihe official Gazette'

!i loon l. ,"v be, a-fter the results of the eleclions in all the constituencies other than those in which the

pori69urJ noi o'" taken for any reason on the date originally fxed under clause (d) of rule 36 orfor which the

[.e ioi corpletion of the election has been extended under the provisions of these rules, have been

;;;]# ;t iil;;iuming ofiicer, the names of the members eleded for those constituencies and upon the

[ru" of ,u'"n notincationihat panchayat shall be deemed to be duly constituted:

Provided that the issue of such notification shall not be deemed -
(a) To predude -'-' ii)'ih; trki"g of the poll and the completion of the election in any constituency or

constituencies ln which the poll could not be taken for any reason on the date originally

fixed under clause (d) of rule 36; or
(ii) the completion of thseleaibn in any constituency or constituencies for which time has been

extended under the provisions of these rules; or

tOl to 
"ft "t 

the duration oi tne Panchayat functioning immediately before the issue of the said

notification.

CHAPTER -XVII

MTSCELLANEOUS

104. Gustody of ballot boxes.and papersrelatin-g io election :

(1) Ali baltot boxes used at an eleclion shali be kept in such custcdy as the Director of Panchayats

Elec{ions maY direcl.

(2) The reiuming ofJicer shall keep in safe cuslody - -." (a) the pack-ets of unused ballot papers with counterf-oils attached thereto;

iUi in" b"*"tt ot the used balloi papers whelher valid, tendered or rejected;

ici the packets of the counterfoils of used ballot paper;

idi the backets of the marked copy of the eledoral roll; and

ie) all other papers relating to the eleclion

'105. Production and inspection ofelection papers:
(1) While in the custody retuming officer -

(a) the packets of unused p?pers with counterfoils.attached thereto:

iui me 
'pact ets ot useo nait6i papers whether valid, tendered or reiected:

(c) the packets of the counterfoil of used ballot papers; and

ioi tne'pacrets of the marked copy of the e-lectoral roll; shall not be opened and their contents
' ' 

shali not be inspected by or proiuced before, any person or authority except underihe orders

of a competent court.

tzl suuea o subh conditions and to the payment of such fee as the commission may direct -
' ' 

1a1 att otner papers relating to the election-shall be. open to public inspection; and

ini copies thereof shall on application be furnished'

(g) bopid of tne returns iiat i# returning officer fopards under rule 96 shall be furnished by the
' ' 

retuming officer on payment of a fee of five rupees for each such copy'

{06. Disposat of e|ection papers : subjed to any directions to the contrary given by the commission or

by a competent court -
(a) the packets of unused ballol papers shall be retained for a period of six months and shall
' ' 

thereafter be destroyed in such manner as th'e Commission may direct;

(b)theotherpackets,referredtoinsub'ru|e(1)ofru|elo5sha||bereta|nedforaperiodofoneyear
and shall thereaffer be destroyed:

Providedthatpacketscontainingthecounterfoilsofusedba|lotpaperssial|notbedestroyed
except with the previous approval ofthe Commission'

(c)a||otherpape6re|atingtothee|edionsha||beretainedforsuchperiodasthe&rgmissionmay
direct.
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. CHAPTER - XVIII

loT.casuat Etections - 
GASUAL ELEcrloNs

(1) When the seat of a member elected to the Panchayat becomes vacant or is declared vacant or his r

eleclion to the Panchayat is declared void, the Commission shall subject to the provisions of the
sub-ru|e(2),byanotificationintheofficialGazette,ca|lupontheconstituencymncemedtoe|ect
a person for the purpose of filling the vacancy so caused before such date as may be specified in
the notification, and the provisions ofthe Regulation and these rules and ordels made thereunder
shall apply, as far as may be, in relation to the election of a memberlo fill such vacanry.

(2) lf the vacancy so caused be a vacancy in a seat reserved in any such constituency for the --'----
Scheduled Tribes or for women, the notiftcation issued under sub-rule (1) shall specify that the
person to fill that seat shall belong to the Scheduled Tribes or be a woman, as the case may be.

CHAPTER-XIX

DISPUTES REGARDING ELECTIONS

't08, Definitions : In this Chafier unless the context otheMise requires -
(a) "candidate'r means a person who has been or claims to have been duly nominated as a candidate

at any election to any Panchayat;
(b) "costs' means all costs, charges and expenses of, or incidental to, a trial of an election petition;
(c) "electoral right" means the right of a person to stand or not to stand as, or to withdraw or not to

withdraw from being, a candidate, or to vote or refrain from voting at an election to a Panchayat;
(d) "High Courts" means, the High Courts within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the election to

which the elec{ion petition relates has been held;
(e) "retumed candidate" means a candidate ivhose name has been published under rule 98 in the ; -

Official Gazette as duly elected.

109. Preientation of petitions : _

(1) An election petition calling io question any election may be presented on one or more of the
grounds specified in sub.rule (1) of rule '122 and rule 123 to the Districl Judge by any candidate at such
election or any eledor within fifteen days from, but not earlier than the date of election, of the retumed
candidate.

Explanation : In this suLrule 'elec{oi means a person who was entitled to vote at the election to which the
election petition relates, whether he has voted at such election or not.

(2i Every eledion petition shall be accompanied by as many copies thereof as there are respondents
mentioned in the petition and every such copy shall be attested by the petitioner under his own signature to
be a true copy of the petition.

110, Parties ofthe petition: A petitioner shalljoin as respondents to his petition -
(a) where the petitioner, in addition to claiming declaration that the election of the retumed candidate

is void, claims a further declaration that he himself or any other candidate has been duly elected, all the
contesting candidates other than the petitioner, and where no such further declaration is claimed, ell the
retumed candidates; and

(b) any other candidate against whom allegalions of any corrupt practic€ are made in the petition.

111. Contents of petition : (1) An election petition -
(a) shall contain a concise statement ofthe materialfacfs on which the petitioner relies;
(b) shall set forth full particulars of any cotrupt practice that the petitioner alleges, induding as full a' statement as possible of the names ofthe parties alleged to have'committed such corrupt practice and the

date and olace of the commission of each such oractice: and
(c) shall be signed by the petitioner and verified in the manner laid down in the Code of Civil

Procedurg, 1908 (5 of 1908) forthe verification of pleadings:

Provided that where the petitioner alleges any corrupt practice, fhe petition shall also be
eccompanied by an affidavit in Form 24 sworn before a magistrate of the first dass or a notary or a -^.
commissioner of oaths in support of the allegation of such corrupt praclice and the particulars thereof.

(2) Any Schedule or annexure to the petition shall also be signed by the petitioner and verified in
the same manner as the oetition.
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112' Rerief that may be eraimed by-the petitioner : A petitioner may, in addition to daiming a decrarationthat the election of the returnett candidatc is void, ctaim 
" 

rrrtt,". je'.iar"iio;;il;" ;il:;? or any othercandidate has been duly elected.

113. Trial of Election petitions :

, - 
(1) The. District Judge shall dismiss an election petition which does not comply with the provisions ofrule 109 or rule 110 or rule 133.

Explanation : An order of the Districl Judge dismissing an election petition under this sub-rute shall bedeemed to be an order made under clause (a) of rule tZOi.
(2) where more election petitions than one are presented to the District Judge in respect of the sameelection, h€ may, in his discretion, try them separately or in one or more groups.(3)iny candidate not already 

-a 
responient shill, upon application- ma'oe ry ni, to tne District Judgewithin fourteen davs from the date of @mmencement ot ttre itiir ano irnt"a t-" ,lrv'ijij!, # t ..r*itv ro..-costs which may be made by the Distric-t Judge, be entifled to be joined 

"i 
. ,".po^,ir.ni"' 

-" '

Explanation : For the purposes of this sub-rule and of rule 119, the trial of a petition shall be oeemed tocommence on the date fixed for the respondents to appear before the oi"trict .r',,0g" ;; lnJwer tne cnimor claims made in the petition.
(4) The District Judge may, upon such terms as to costs. and otherwise as he rnay deemed fit, allowthe particulars of any coffupt practice alleged in_the petition to be amended or amplified in sucn manner asmav in his opinion be necessary for ensuring a fair jnd effeaive triar 

"tih; ;;tirffi;;; rn.'ti no, 
",,o" "ny

amendment of the petition which will have the enect oi iniiooucirs p,;ii.Ii;? ;;ffi;i pracrice norpreviously alleged in the petition.
(5) The trial of an eledion petition shall, so far as is practicable consistenly with the Interests ofjustice in respect of the trail, 

.be. 
continued lrgr g"v to day untit its mnciusion, uniirsi'i'ne bistrict .ruogefinds the adjouinment ofthe triel beyond the fottowin! oiy to'n" ne""ssary for reasons to be recorded.

--- , 
(6) Every election petition shall betried as expiditiously as possible and endeavour shalt be made toconclude the trial within six months from the date on which the election petition iJ;;".*t;l; the DistrictJudge for triat.

114. Procedure before District Judge :
(1) subject to the provisions of the Regulation and of any of rules mao'e thereunder, the trial of everyelection petition by the Districl Judge sha|-be, as nearry as may ue, in accoroanc_ with'ih" pro""our.applicabre under the code of civir procedure, rsoa l soiisoal tothetrial of suits:

Provided that the District-Judge shall have the discretion to refuse, for reasons to be recorded inwriting' to examine any witness if jt is of the opinion tnai G evioence of such witness or witnesses rs normaterial for the decision of the petition or that the prrtv i"ncuring sucr' witneis o, witnlrlr"r'ir'oorng 
"o 

onfrivotous grounds or with a view to Oetay tne proce6JnS" --'

(2) The provisions of the lndia; Evidence Act, 187 2 (1 ot 'tfjtz)shall, subject to the provisions of theRegulation and these rures, be deemed to apprv in il i"ip"aJio tnu trirr ofan erecfion Detirion.

115. Documentary evidence: Notwithstanding anything in any enafiment to the mntrary, no document

:i?&H?:j1'*ible 
In evidence at the triar orin eiJJio"n plt,:iion on the sround that it is noi duty stamped

116' Secrecy of voting not to be infringed : No witness or other pe$on shall be required to state forwhom he has voted at an election.

117. Answering of criminating questions and certificate of indemnity r(1) No witness shall be excused from answering 
"ny 

ffi,on as ro any matter rerevant to a matter inissue in the trialof an.election petition upon the grou;d rhai the ans*er to such question may criminate ormay tend to criminate him, or that it may expose oi may tenJ to 
-expose 

him ot rnv p"nrrtv oi]6rr"orr".Provided that -
(a) a witness, w-ho answers truly all questions which he rs required tc answer shall be entiged torecetve a certificate of indemnity from the District Coun; and(b) an answer given by a.witnesi.to a qu".tion prt nv or before the Distric,t court shatt not,except in the case of any criminar proceedings ior pe4ury i" i"rp""t'"i .i"ilence, oeadmissible in evidence against in any civil or criminat proceeOi,ig. 

' ----'- '' --..
(2) When a certificate of ind"T{y.hq, neen'granteO io ;ny ,r,,n"r", it may be pleaded by ixm In anycourt and shall be a full and complete'defence to o|. upon 

"ny,"narge 
under any law, arisinq out ol thematter to which such certificate relates, out it snart noi o-JJu"i"3o ro 

"iri"* ni:, ir.i,,ri ,"v iiir"rrm."tion inconnection with an eteciion imposed by the Regulati;";; ;;y;;;ri"":' - '|!v", q".)' u'Je'd,''
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118. Expenses of witnesses: The reasonable u*p?1"-"^::i::u""d by any person in attending to give

evidence may be allowed ov *"'i'it'iiJluog" to sucn p""on 
"n-Jtn"tt' 

unless he otherwise directs' be

deemed to be Part of the costs'

11e. Recriminationwhen searcraimed: (1)when'1:1.1"^*9,JS:ol;::"1"?:'s*LHUI?n:i.!!!
l nj' in"'"'iiiJ;.,yl"d ".1"9'lXtitgi,ffi'Ji"'J'Yf*T::;'.:l?ii;iJ *oJri nlu" u"un void ir he hab been

party may give evidenceto p:]o"tiJrin.i 
t!Jt;'pi.""ntud calling in question his election :

ine ieturned candidate and a Pe

Provided thatthe returned candidate or such other f:P;ilXl",il??,?3;iL?l'ili$tlll[f:ii'?-"::
.u"n 

"uio""n"J 
unless he tlas, within fourteen davs from lt:9::?; i!'[j-t .njin" turtn"r r"curity referred

;ffi;'il-il];dse of hislntention to do so and has also srven

to in rule 133.''""-'jziiu",v 
r'el": t"l"-j:il".lTJr#J?$i;l:tliffi',ffiT3',?l':5"'J.'*i:risfls"ilffixlj'fi:ll"'""

required bY rule 111 in the cas€

120'DecisionoftheDistrictJudge:Atthemnc|usionofthetrialofanelectionpetition,theDistridJudqe
shall make an order -" " 

ff,l !'jnruil:""iJ1ff:iifit'?L,?l" q"9iE:,*^b?J"Jo" li,o *o the petitioner or any orher

ili ilii"ti"S the eleclion of the returned candidate 1

'"' ilioiJ"i" to have been duly elected'

1a1. other orders tobe made bv th:ff::*i:i?:,:the 
District Judse shall also make an order -

(1) At the time of making
(a) where any charge is made in the petition or ,"t J;;i il;ce niuing been committed at the

'-' ui""tion, i""ord'nfl;, 

"nU 
corrupt practice has or has not been proved to have been committed

to 
3,t1ildJXt-H1"";,'"";ii'" "'t''i'"'"r 

that comrpt prlctice: and

(ii) the names or';fi';#;;"ii;"y' *!?I"l:-:U;"iiti"J" the triar to have been suinv or

,r, *,"i{lf,Ulitiff'",*,*"r:iffi"j'll'Jr5$:?,?Ypersons 
bv and to whom costs shart

be Paid:
Providedthatapersonwhoisnotapartytothepetitionsha|lnotbenamedintheolderundersub-

"rause 
rii'ii J"us" J?Llnl?tfn no,i"" to appear before the District Judge and to show cause whv he should
(a) he has been glv(
'-' not o" ro n4uoi,i[1"n.u 

of the notice, he has been given an opportunity of cross-examining

'l*",fri{:,ffil{,lt;",rii:r*rll=tiq,li+il{vU'-:t*;::::::l';:;"
rzl rn tn]iiui" and in rule 122' the expression"ageff ni

n"")i1"i.i"lriJ" "iin" 
P"opt" Aa' 1ss1 (43 of 1e51)'

122' Grounds fo' o:tonl-nJl?"i';riffiJ?li'i". District court is of opinion-
(1) Subjed to the Prov

b,**Jt,ff ,:ffi rui:*iru;,a5{q*96;;1;iffi Jil:::#:::::
.,11,"::lt"trJ'J"'SX1,Ti'ff ffstrffi'$T",iil"0 l,li'iio:.it" "' 

nis erection asent: or

to i'{,iHrt-'L"tLtH;n'il""nitp'op"trll"J^"^ttf;';l*.s the retumed candidate' has been

);1 ffi fi; rLsult of the eleciion' in so tar as n

' 
fr*"olli'fi#ff"ier acceptance or:g f1':?1i,?L';; or the retumed candidate bv an asent

i;i'} ii,:ll'n'rl'+atr^rmi'- "l::
(iii) by the improper reception' refusal or rejection of any vote or the reception of any vote

i,inicn is voiO, or .-,-1s of the Regulation or of these rules or orders

(iv) y"::1ffi"r,fl|]',il's.'y,l}tB:#"J'i:fr',i:,;;;;;;;;laion of the returned candidate to

be void'
(2)|fintheopinionoftheDistrictJudgethereturnedcandidatehasbeenguiltybyanagent,other

** n,,'5,1"',i"""nTjrtr#i,?#[-J,,"".*:{"ih:#ipdy:..**"t":*idare or his e,ection

agent,,no""J,.v.i.d'*iiuptpractjce*'-'.."'iiii'iJ-."''trarytotheorders,andwithot{the
&nt"nt of th" cindidate or his eledion agent:

{rr ea
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(b)thatthecandidateandhiselec{ionagenttooka|treasonab|emeansforpreventingthe
commission o{ corrupt practices at the election; antl

(c) that in att otner respelis ti" 
"rg.tion 

was free from any corrupt praclice on the part of the

candidate o, 
"nv 

o, ni" 
"g"nti; 

then the District Judge may decide that the election of the

returned candidate is not void' -

123. Grounds forwhich a candidate other than the returned. candidaie may be declated to have been

elected : lf any person *no n"rlo'iJ" petition nas, in addition, to calling in question the election of the

retumed candidate, claimed a oeciar"afion that he himself or any other candidate has been duly elected and

the District Judge is of opinion -
(a)thatinfac{thepetitionerorsuchothercandidatereceivedamajorityofthetotalValidVotes;or
(b) that but for tne votes 

-obialn"o 
oy tn".r"turned candidate by corrupt pradices, the petitioner or

such other candidate *JJ nr*j out"ined a majority of the valid votes; the District Judge shall

after declaring tne eteJon oitne retumed canriidate to be void declare the petitioner or such

other candidate, as tne case may be, to have been duly elected'

i24. procedure in case of equality of votes : lf during. the trial of an eleclion petition it appears that there

is an equality of votes netween lny' canOidates at tne dlection and that the addition of a vote would entitle

any of those candidate to be dedared elected' then -

(a)anydecisionmadebytheretumingofficerundertheprcvisionsoftheRegu|ationandtheseru|es
shall. in so far as rt oerermines th6 question between those candidates, be effeclive also for the

DurDoses of the Petition; and
(b) in so far as that question is not determined by such

between them by lot and proceed as if the one on

additional vote.

125. Withdtawal of election petitions :'--' 'iii 
en erection petition may be withdrawn only by leave of the District court.

iZi vii 
"r" "" "bptication 

for witndrawal is mide'under sub-rule (1), notice thereof.fixing.a.date for the

nerrin[',ril'ne 
"Jpii&ion 

snarr ne gi"en to all other parties to the petition and shall be published in the

Official Gazette.

{26. Procedute forwithdrawal of election petitions :'-- (1)li;;;" rre more petitioner than one, no application to withdraw an election petition shall be made

exceot with the consent of all the petitioners'
-*1;;'i!;';;;ii"niio" t", wittioiiwa'sndl be sranted il in the opinion of the..District Judse' such

,ppri")iiirn.;a, [!"n induced by any bargain or consideration which ought not to be allowed.

(3) lf the aPPlication is granted-
(a)thepetitionersna||beorderedtopaythecostsoftherespondenlstheretoforeincurredor' ' 

sucli portion thereof aS the Distrid Judge may thinks fit;

(bt i;;'ii;;a' j;ogJin"l Ji..t that tne-notice of withdrawat shail be published in the official

Gazetteandinsuchothermannerasnemayspecifyandthereuponthenoticesha||be
Published accordinglY;

(c) a person who rnigni nave neen a petitioner mby, within seven days of such publicatioh; apply

to be substituted "i Gition", in place of the party withdrawing, and upon compliance with

the conditions, it anv,'as io secrriiy, shall be entitteci to be so substituted and to continue the

proceedings upon such terms as the District Judge may deem fit'

127" Report of withdrawal by the District Judge to.the. Commission : When an application for

*itni12*'ii ir granted by the District Judge and no person has been substituted as petitioner under clause

(c) of sub rule (3) of rule fzo, in pfr." oiine-party witndrawing, the District Judge shall report the fact to the

b"iir-iirii." 
"rio'tnereupon 

the commission shall publish the report in the official Gezette'

a decision, the Dislrict Judge shall decide

whom the.lot then falls had received an

of a sole Detitione|or of the survivor of the128. Abatement of election petitions:
(1) An election petilion shall abate only on the'dealh

several Detitioners.

2) Wnerc an election petition abates under sub rule (1), the District Judge shall cause the fzcttu be

published in such manner as he may deem fit
3) Any person who might ni.'.Ji nru" t"en a petitioner may, withjn seven days of sucf p.ubiication'

apply to be substituted as petition;;; "p-' 
complidnce-with the conditions, if any,.-as to s6"urity' shall be

entifled to be so substituted ano i-o intiriue tne p'roceedings upon such terms as the Dis-r'ct Judge may

deem fit.
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129. Abatement or substitution on death of respondent : lf before the conclusion of the trial of an
election petition, the sole respondent dies or gives notice that he does not intend to oppose the petition or
any of the respondents dies or gives such notice arit there is no other respondents who is opposing the
petition, the District Judge shall cause notice of such event to be published in the Official Gazette, and
thereupon any person who might have been a petitioner may, within seven days of such publication, apply
to be substituted in place of such respondent to oppose the petition and shall be entitled to continue the
proceedings upon such terms ai the District Judge may deem fit.

130. Appeals to High Court :
(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any olher law forthe time being in force, an appeal shall lie

to the High Court from every order made by a District Judge under rules 12O and j21.
(2) Every appeal under these rules shall be prefened within a period of thirty days from the date of

the order ofthe District Judge under rules 12O and 121:

, Provided that lhe High Court may,entertain an appeal afterthe expiry ofthe said period ofthirty days
if it is satisfied that the appellant had sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal within such period.

131. Stay of operation of orders of District Judge :
(1) An application may be made to the District Judge for stay of operation of an order made bv him

under rule 120 or rule 121 before the expiration of.the time allowed for appealing lhere from and the Districi
Judge may, on sufficient cause being shown and on such terms and conditions as he may think fit, stay the
operation, of his order; but no application for stay shall be made to the District Judge afier an appeai has
been preferred to the High Court.

(2) Where an appeal has been prefened against the order of the Districl Judge, the High Court may,
on sufficient cause being shown and on such terms and conditions as it may think fit, stay th; operation of
the order appealed from.

(3) When the operation of an order is stayed by the Districl Judge, or as the case may be, the High
Court, the order shall be deemed never to have taken effect and a copy of the stay order shall immediately
be sent by the District Judge or, as the case may be, the High Court to the Commission and to the Director
of Panchayats Elections.

132. Procedure in appeal :
(1) Every appeal shall be heard and determined by the High Court as nearly as may be in accordance

with the procedure applicable to the hearing and determination of an appeal fiom an order passed by a
District Judge in the exercise of its oiiginal civil jurisdiclion; and all the provisions of the iode of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908) shall, so far as may be, apply in relation to such appeal.

, (2) As soon as an appeal is decided, the High Court shall intimate the'substance of the decision to
the Commission and the Director of Panchayats Elections and as soon as may'be thereafter shall send to
the commission an authenticated copy of the decision and upon its receipt, the commission shall -

(a) foMard copies thereof to the authorities to which the copies of the order of the District Judge
were forwarded; and

(b) cause the decision to be published in the Officiat GazeRe.

133, Security for costs :
(1) At the time of presenting an eleclion petition,

accordance with the Rules of that Court, a sum of two
Detition.

the petitioner shall deposit in the District Coud in
thousand rupees as security for the costs of the

(2) During the course of trial of an election petition, the District Judge may, at any time, ca1 upon thepetitioner to give such further security for costs as he pay dired.

134. Costs : Costs shall be in the discretion of the District Judge :
Provided that where a petition is dismissed under clause (a) of rule 120, the returned cendidate

shall be entitled to the costs incuned by him in contesting the petiiion and accordingty the D;trict Judge
shall make an order for costs in favour of the returned candidate.

135. Payment of costs out ofsecurity deposits and return ofsuch deposits :
('l) lf in any order as to cost under the provisions of these rules, tirere is a direction for payment of

,.:_.F !{ fly,p.rtv. to.any person, $rch costs shal, if thev have not bqen arready paid, u" p"io ii fufi, or so
rar as possrDte, out ot tne security deposit and the further security deposit, if any, made by such party on an
application made in writing in that behalf within a period of one year, from th; date of-such oider to the
Districl Judge bythe person in whose favour the cost have been awarded.
. (2) lf there is any balance left of any. of the said security deposits after payment under sub-rute (i) ofthe costs referred to in that sub-rule, such balance, or where no costs have been awarded or no apptication

as aforesaid has been made within the.said.period of one year, the whole of the said security Jeposits may,on an application made in that behalf in writing to the Didtrict Judge by the person by wnJm ifre oepostts
have.been made, or if such person dies after mlking such deposits by legal representatives of sucn perscn,
be returned to the said person orto his legal representatives, as the Case mav be.
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136. Execution of order as to costs : Any order as to costs under the provisions of these rules may be
pmduced before the boncerned court aqd such court shall execute the order or cause the same to be
executed in the same manner and by the same procedure as if it were a decree for the payment of money
made by itself in a suit :

Provided that where any such msts or any portion thereof may be recovered by an application
made under sub -rule(1) of rule 135, no application shall lie under this rule within a period of one year from
the date of such order unless it is for the recovery of the balance of any costs which has been left
unrealized after an application has been made under that sub.rule owing to the insufficiency of the amount
of the security deposits refered to in that sub-ru|e.

CHAPTER - XX

CORRUPT PRACTICES AND ELECTORAL OFFENCES

137. Corrupt pnctices : The corrupt prac{ces specified in section 123 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951) shall be deemed to be the corrupt prac{ices for the purposes of eleclions to
any Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and the Zilla Parishad, with such modifications, as the
Administrator may by one or more orders to be published in the Official Gazette, specify, from time to time.

138. Promoting enmity between classes in connection with election : No person shall, in connection
with an election under the Regulation and these rules, promote or attempt to promote on grounds of
religion, caste, race, community or language, feelings of enmity or hatred between different classes of the
citizens of India.

139. Prohibition of public meetings on the day preceding the election day and on the election day :

No person shall convene, hold or attend any public meeting in any Panchayat area during the period of
forty eight hours ending with the hour tixed for the conclusion of the poll for any election in that area.

140, Disturbances at election meetings :

(1) No person shall, at a public meeting act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner for the
purpose of preventing the transac{ion oi the business for which the meeting was called togethdr.

(2) This rule applies to any public meeting of a political charac{er held in any constituency between
the date of the issue of a notification under the Regulation or these rules calling upon the crnstituency to
elect a member and the date on which such election is held.

141. Restrictions on the printing of pamphlets, posters, etc. :
(1) No person shall print or publish, or cause to be printed or published, any election pamphlet or

poster which does not bear on its face the names and addresses ofthe printer and the publisher thereof.
(2) No person shall print or cause to be printed any election pamphlet or poster -

(a) unless a declaration as to the identity of the publisher thereof, signed by him and attested by
two persons to whom he is personally known, is delivered by him to the printer in duplicate;
and

(b) unless, within a reasonable time after the printing oi the document, one copy of the
declaration is sent by the printer, together with one copy of the document, to the Director of
Panchayats Elections.

(3) For the purpose ofthis rule, -
(a) any process for muttiplying copies of a document other than copying it by hand, shall be

deemed to be printing and the expression "printe/'shall be custrued accordingl)4 and
{b) "election pamphlet or postefl means any printed pamphlet, handbill, or other oocumeni

distributed for the purpose of promoting or prejudicing the election of a candidate or a group
of candidates or any placard or poster having reference to an election, but does not indude
any handbill, placard or poster merely announcing the date, time, place and other padiculars
of an election meeting or routine instructions to election agents or workers.

142, Officerc, etc. at eiections not to act for candidates or to influence voting:
(1) No person who is a returning officer or an assistant retuming of{icer, or a presiding officer or

polling ofJicer at an election, or an officer or clerk appointed by the retuming officer or the presiding officerto
perform any duty in connection with an election shall in the conduct or the management of the eleclion do
any act (other than the giving of vote) for the furtnerance of lhe prcspect of the eledion af a candidate.

(2) No such person as aforesaid, and no member of a police force shall endeavor -
(a) to persuade any person to give his vote at an election, or
(b) to dissuade any pe6on from giving his vote at an election, or
(c) to influence the voting of any person at an election in any manner.
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i43. Prohibition of canvassing in orhear the polling slations :- (i No person shall, on th; date or dates on whlch a-poll is taken at any polling station, commit any of

tne iottowing' acts within the polling stations or in any public or private place within a distance of one

hundred metres of the polling station, namely :-

(a) canvassing for votes; or
(b) soliciting the vote of any elector; or-

ici persuaOing any elector not to vote for any particular candidate; or
(d) persuading any eleclor not to vote at the election; or

iei bxnibiting any notice or sign (other than an official notice) relating to the election.

144. Prohibition of disorderly conduct in or near polling station :

(1)Nopelsonsha||'onthedateordatesonwhichapo|listakenatanypo||ingstation.' ' a) 
' 

use or opeiate within or at the entrance of the polling station, or in any public or private place
' 

in the n;ighbourhood thereol any apparatus for amplirying or reproducing the human voice,

such as niegaphone or loudspeaker; or
(b) shout, or otierwise act in a disorderly manner within or at the entrance of the polling station,' 

or in any public or private place in the neighbourhood thereof so as to cause. annoyanc€ to

"ny 
perion visiting the poliing station for the poll, or s6 as to interfere with the \ivork of the

officers and other persons on duty at the polling station'
(2) lf the presiding officer of a polling station has reason to believe that any person is not complying

with th'e provisions of suirrule (1), he'may direct any police officer to take such steps as may be reasonably

lrecessary for preventing any su'ch contravention and the police officer may seize any apparatus used for

such contravention.

145. Misconduct at the polling slation :

(.1) Any person wnb Ouring the hours fixed for the poll at any polling station misconducts himself or

fails to obey'the lawful directioni of the presiding officer may be removed from the polling station by the

pi"iioing oifi"ur or by any potting officer on duty or by any person authorized in this behalf by any such

presiding officer.- -. 
1Zi fne powers confened by sub.rule (1) shall not be exercised so as to prevent any elector who is

otherwise entitied to vote at a polling station for having an opportunity of voting at that station-

i46. Failure to obserye procedure for voting : lf any elector to whom a ballot paper has been issued,

refuses to observe the procedure prescribed for voting, the baltot paper issued to him shall be liable for

cancellation.

147. Government servants not to act as election agent, polling agent or counting agent : No

government servant shall act as an election agent or a polling agent or a counting agent of a candidate et

an election.

148. Ballot papers from polling station are not to be removed :

(t) Nd person at any election shall fraudulently take or attempt to take a ballot paper out of a polling

station orwillfully aid or abet doing of any such act.
(2) lf a pr6siding officer of i polling station has reason to believe that any person is contravening the

provisions of suO rute (t), such officer may before such person leaves the polling station, direct a police

officer to search such Person :

provided that when it is necessary to cause a woman to search, the search shall be mede by

another women with strict regard to decency.
(3) Any ballot paper found upon such person shall be made over for safe custody to a police officet by

the presiding officer.

149, Other acts : No person shall at an election -
(a) fraudulently deface, fraudulently destroy any nomination paper; or
iOi frauOutentti deface, or destroy or remove any list, notice or other document affxed by or under

the authority of a returning officer; or
fraudulenfly deface or fraudulently destroy any ballot paper or the official mark on any. ballot
paper or any declaration or identitl or
without due authority supply any ballot paper to any person or receive any ballot paper from any
person or possess any ballot paper; or

(e) iraudutentiy put into any ballot box anything other than the ballot paper which he is authorized by

law to out in: or
(f) without due authority destroy, take, open, or otheMise interfere wlth any ballot box or ballot paper

then in use for the purpose of the election; or
(g) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may be, attempt to do any of the foregoing ads

or willfully aid or abet the doing of any such acts.

.i 1-'i.: ,r 
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CHAPTER - XXI

POWERS OF ELEGTION COMMlqiiloN lN GoNNECTION WITH INQUIRIES AS TO
DISQUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS

150. Powers of Election Commission :--- 
(t) wnere in connection with the tendering of any opinion to the D.eP.uty C.onmissionef-under seclitrl

14, anb io the Chief Secretary under seclions tit, and t+g of tne Regulation, the Commission ctinsiders i!'

n"|"i."ry or proper to make an inquiry, and the commission.is satisfied that on the basis of the affidaviis

nfeO anO ine documents produced in such enquiry by the parties concemed of their own accord' it cann('i'

;;;i; ;;";Lil; opinion on the matter which is being inquired into, the commission shall have, for ':te
purposes of such inquiry, thb powers of a civil court, while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedut;.

igrje (s ot 1908), in iespect of the following matters, namely:-
- - - 

(a) sumnioning and enforcing the attendance 
_of 

any.person and examining him on oath;

tn)'requiring tfie discovery Jnd produciion of any document or other material objecf producible 3

evidence;
(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;

id) requisiti6n any public record or a copy thereof from any court or office;

iei issling commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents'

iii ftre dmmfsion shall also have the power to require any person, subjec{ to any privilege whicil

may b;'claimed by that person under any law for the time being in force, to furnish information on suiit

ooiiti or maten js in the opinion of the &mmission may be useful for, or relevant to, the subject matrer

of the inquiry.- ' - 
iji;y proceeding before the Commission shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within tire

meaniird of section 193 ind section 228 ofthe Indian Penal Code (45 of '1860)'

151. Statements made by persons to the Commission : No statement made by a perAon in-the course or

oivino evidence before the Commission shall subject him to, or be used against him in, any civil or criminai

irocieOing except a prosecution for giving'a false evidence by such statement:

Provided that the statement -
(a)ismadeinrep|ytoaquestionwhichheisrequiredbythecommissiontoanswer;or
(b) is relevant to the subjeci matter of the inquiry'

152, procedure to be followed by the Commission : The Commission shall have the power to regulatc

ii;;; F""6*" (including fixing of places and times of its sittings and deciding whether to sit in public )r

in private).

153. protection of action taken in good faith : No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall li'
against the Commission or any perso-n acling under the direc{ion oJ the Commislion in.respect.of anythir'!g

wiicn-is ingood faith done oriniended to be done in pursuance ofthe foregoing provisjons of this Chapt':-

or of any orler made thereunder or in respecl of tendering of_any opinion by the Commission to the Deputy

Commiisioner or Chief Secretary, as the case may be, or in respect of the publication, by or under tne

authority of the Commission of any such opinion, paper or proceedings'

CHAPTER - XXII

MISCELLANEOUS

154, Extension of time for completion of election : lt shall be competent for the Commission for reasons

which il considers sufficient, to extend the time for the completion of any eleclion by making necessat rj

amendments iil the notification issued by it.

155. Requisitioning of premises, vehicles, etc. for election purposes

1t i tt it appears to the Administrator that in connection with an election to be held to any Panchayai -
.-(a)anypremisesareneededorare|ike|y.tobeneededforthepurposeofbeingusedal..r

poilirig station or for the storage of ballot boxes after a poll has been taken; or

(b)anyvehicle,vesseloranima;isneededorislikelytobeneededforthepurposeoftransl''' ' 
of 

'ballot 
boxes to or from any polling station of transport of members of the police for;e.r'r''

maintaining order during tho condu& of such election, or transport of any officeI or ctij',"r

o"iion tor"pertormance;f any duties in connection w1h such election, the Adminislrator n('
6v oiOeiin-*titing requisition such premises or such vehicle, as the case may be' a'ld n"

makesuchfurtherordersasmayappeartohimtobdnecessaryorexpedientinco.''']eel.'
with the requisitioning:
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provided that no vehicle, vessel or animal which is being la\vfully used by.a candidate or his agent

for any purpose connected with the'eleclion of such candidate shall be requisitioned under this sufFrule

until the completion ofthe poll at such election.
(2) The requisition shall be effected by an order in writing addressed to the person deemed by the

Administrator to be the owner or person in possession of the property and such order shall be served on

the person to whom it is addressed -' 
(a) where the person so addressed is a Corporation or firm, in the manner provided for the

service of summons in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908); and
(b) where the person to whom such an order is addressed is an individual -

(i) personally by delivering or tendering the order; or
(ii) by registered post; or
(iii) if the person cannot be found, by leaving an authentic mpy of the order with any adult

meqber of his family or by affixing such copy to some conspicuous part of the premises

in which he is known to have last resided or canied on business or personally worked for
again.

(3) Whenever any property is requisitioned under sub-rule(1), the period of such requisition shall not

extend beyond the period for which srrch property is required for any of the purposes mentioned in that sub-

rule.
(4) In this rule

(a) 'premises' means any land, building or part of a building and includes hut, shed or other
struc-ture or any Part thereof.

(b) 'vehicle' means any vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose of road transport,
whether propelled by mechanical power or otheMise.

156, Payment of Compensation : whenever in pursuance of rule 155 the Administrator requisitions any
premises, there shall be paid to the pecons interested compensation the amount of which shall be

determined by taking into consideration the following, namely:-
(i) the rent payable in respect of the premises.or if no rent is so payable, the rent payable for similar

premises in the locality;
(ii) if in consequence of the requisition of the premises, the person interested is compelled to change

his residence or place of business, the reasonable expenses, if any, incidental to such change:

Provided that where any person interested being aggrieved by the amount of compensation so
determined makes an application within fourteen days from the date of determination of the amount of such
compensation or where the amount of such compensation has been determined in the absence of the
person interested or, as the case may be, the owner, fourteen days, from the date on which the intimation of
such determination is sent to that person or owner, to the Administrator for refening the matter to an
arbitrator, the amqunt of compensation to be paid shall be such as the erbitrator appointed in this behalf by
the Administrator may determine:

Provided further that where there is any dispute as to the tifle to receive the compensation or as to
the apportionment of the amount of compensation, it shall be referred by the Administrator to an arbitrator
appointed in this behalf by him for determination, and shall be determined in accordance with the decision
of such arbitrator.

Explanation : In this sub-ru|e, the expression 'person interested' means the person who was in actual
possession of the premises requisitioned under rule 155 immediately before the requisition, or where no
person was in such actual possession the owner of such premises.

(2) Whenever in pursuance of rule 155, the Administrator requisitions any vehicle, vessel or animal
there shall be paid to the owner thereof compensation the amount of which shall be determined by the
Administrator on the basis of the fares or rates prevailing in the locality foithe hire of such vehicle, vessel
or animal :

Provided that where there is a dispute regarding the amount of clmpensation or apportionment of
the amount of compensation, the procedure laid down in subrule (1) shall be followed.

157. Power to obtain information : The Administrator may with a view to requisition any propeny under rule
155 or dgtermining the compensation payable under rule '156, by aD order, require any person to furnish to
such authority as may be specitied by him in the order, such information in possession relating to such
property as may be so specified.

158. Powers to entry into and inspection of premises etc, :

(t) Any person authorized in this behalf by the Admlnistrator may enter into any premises and
inspect such premises and any vehicle, vessel or animal for the purpose of determining whether, and if so
in what manner, an order under rule 155 should be made in relation to such premises, vehicle, vessel or
animal or with a view to securing compliance with any order made under that rule.

(2) In this rule the expression 'premises' and 'vehicle' have the same meanings as in rulej55.
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159. Eviction from requisitioned premises'-t' (1;;i;; purson ,i*linn"g in'possessiqn of any requisitioned premises in contraverfion of any oI0,

made under rute 15s may oe irrimarlv 6!vic"o tiom the premises by any officer empowered by ih'-

Administrator in this behalf
(2) Any officer so empowered may, after giving.to any.woman not appearing public reasonatri:'

warninq and facility to withdraw, t"*out oiop"n any lock or bott or break open any door of any building 6r

do aniother act ni:cessary for effecling such evidion'
160. Release of premises flom requisition :'--'-iliffi;"'any 

premises ieqiisitioneo under rule .155 are to be released from requisition, the

po""eiiion tn.r*f initt O" O"tlu"iJO io tne person from whom possession was taken at the time when the

premises were requisitioned, o, i*ttoJ*"r"ino such person, to the person deemed by the.Administrator to

betheownerofsuchpremise',.n0'uot'de|ivery..pfpossessionshallbealulldischargeofthe
Administrator from all liabilities iriiespecr of sucn ctetiv6ry.but shall not prejudice any rigtrts in respect of the

Dremises which 
"ny 

otn", p"oon miy,-Ue entitfeC by due process of law to enforce against the person tc

whom possession of the premises is so delivered'
(2)wherethepersontowhompossessionof'anypremise'srequisitionedunderru|elS5istobegiven

,nO"rKU-rGif l cJnnot ne tounO rlr is not readily ascertainable or has no agent or any other person

empowered to accept Oerivery on nis behalf, the Administrator shall cause a notice dedaring that such

;;.ri;";;i.6ii'eo t om r"q-,risiuon io n,i affxed on some conspicuous part of such premises and

publish the notice in the Official Gazette 
^^-^4^ +,-r^.^,^mi-^,*--i3j fuffi; notice refeneo to in 

"uu.t"(z) 
ir published in the Official Gazette, the premises specifiec

in sucii notice shall cease t" O" suUi"a to requisition on and from the date of such publication and be

;;;;;6.6-*; Gen oetiverei ioine person entitled to possession thereof; and the Administrator shall not

n"lirOf" tot in' *mpensation oi oihei claim in respect of such premises for any period after th€said date'

iei. o"r"g.ii,;n of iunctions of the Administrator with regard to requisitioning : The Administrator

,nrv, [v 
"r:tini,"ti"n 

in the officiai Gazette, direc{ that any powers confeffed or any powers confened or any

duty imposed on him.by any oiine ptouiiions of. rules iS5.to tOO shall, under such mnditions, if any, as

rnav nelpecineo in the 
-direction, 

be exercise or discharged by such officer or class of officers as may be so

specified.
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FORM 1

(See rule 18)

NOTICE OF PUBLICAT]ON OF ELECTORAI. ROLL IN DRAFT

to
The ElectoB of the ........ -..................... Gram Sabha

Notic€ is hereby given that the electoral roll has been prepared in accodance with rule '10 of the l
Andamsn And Nicobar lslands (Panchayat) (Pre'€,ta/.ion of electoral Rolls and condud of Eledions)
Rules,1995 and a copy thereof is available for inspection at my ofiice and et during office

lf there be any suggestion or objedion to the indusion or e"rclusion of names of votets residing
within the tenitorial limits of the said Gram Sabha, as appeai in the electoral roll reiating to the Andaman'
and Nicobar lslands House of the People Constituenry, it should be lodged on or before ..........19........ in
Fom2. 

.

Every such suggestion or objection (in duplicate) should either be presented in my offce or to
......i.::..... or sent by posi to the address given below so as to reach me not later than the aforesaid date.

(Address)

(Assistant Commissioneo

Electoral Registration Officer'

3-_

:ft



FORM 2
(See rule 19)

Suggestion or objection'to the inclusion or-exclusion of names of voters residing in the tenitorial limits of
Gram Sabha.

To
The Electoral Registration Officer,

.................--... Gram Sabha.
Sir,

*l^^/e fequest that the names of voters residing in the following houses falling within the territorial
limits of.................... Gram Sabha may be inc,luded/exduded as these houses are within/outside the
tenitorial limigof the Gram Sabha.

J"3't,il_

Place. Signature or thumb impression of
the *applicanuapplicants-

Date.

Intimation of action taken

The application in Form 2 relating to inclusior/exdusion of names of voters residing in the following
houses has been. -
'a) accepted and their names have been included in/excluded from.the elecloral .roll vide Serial
No...................... in part No.

"b) rejected forthe reason ...................-... . . . . . .. . . . . . . '.. . '. . .. ]. ... '......

*House Nos.

1.

3.
4.
3.
o.
.,

Electoral Registration officer

(Address)

Date

Receipt for application

Received the application in Form 2 relating to the following house numbers :-**

1.
2.

5.
6.

8.

Dated

*Score out the words not applicable

." To be filled by the applicant.

Electoral Registration Officer
(Address )... ... . ....................
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. FORM 3

(See rille 15)

Notice of final publication of Electoral Roll

It is hereby notified for public information that the list of amendments to the draft electoral roll for the
..................Gram Sabha has been prepared in accordance with the Andaman and Nicobar lslands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of Electorai Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995. A copy ofthe said roll
together with the said list of amendments has been published and will be available for inspection at my
office.

Place ...............

''' '' '''' ' :' '''

Electoral Registration Officer

FORM 4

(See rule 37)

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Nolice is hereby given that : -

1. An election is to be held of a member to .. constituency of Gram PanchayavPanchayat
Samiti/Zilla Parishad.

2. Nomination papers may be delivered by .a candidate or his proposer to the Returning Officer, at
orto the Assistant Returnind Officel, at.....-.......between '11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on anyday

(other than a public holiday) nc,: laterthan the

3. Forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the place and time aforesaid.

4. The nomination paper will be taken up for scrutiny at (place) .........-...................... on
...... at (time)

5. Notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered by a candidate or his proposer or his election agent
who has been authorized in writing by the candidate to deliver it to eilher of the officers specified in
paragraph 2 above at his office before 3 p.m. on the ...............

6. In the event of the election being contested, the poll will be taken on ...................
between the hours 0f............ and ..................

Place ................

Date................. Returning Officer

*Strike off inappropriate words.
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, FORM 5

(See rule 39)

NOMINATION PAPER

- Election to the ........................ Constituency of Gram PanchayavPanchayat Samitizilla
Parishad.

the ............................. constituency.

-;"

Candidate's name

FathefdHusband's name

His postal address

His name is entered at S.No. ............ in part No. oJ the electoral roll

for .........................'...constituenry.
,.q

My name is ................... and it is entered at S.No. ..........'..... in part

No...........................oftheelectoralrollfor Constituency...
Date .....:............ Signature of proposer

I, the abovementioned candidate, assent to this nomination and hereby dedare -
a) that I have completed 21 years of age;

*b) that lam set up at this eledion bythe ...............-.. pafty;

c) that the symbols I have chosen are, in order of preference (i ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . .

(iD................................... and (iii)

d) that my name and my *fatheCyhusband's name have been conectly spelt out above in

{name of the language);

chosen to fill the seat in the *Gram PanchayauPanchayat Samitizilla Parishad.

-.
. 

I further declare that I am a member of the tribe which is a scheduled tribe in the Union Tenitory.

Cash deposit Receipt bearing No. dated
rupees............... ........: is attached/has already been attached with my nomination
paper received at S.No. ..........-......

(Signature of Candidate)

for

"Sc!re out the inappropriate alternative.
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(To be filled by the Returning Officer)

Serial No. of nomination paper ..........................'........?'

This nomination was delivered to me at my office at .. ..................... (hours) on
........ (date) by the .candidate/ploposer.

Date Retuming Officer

*S@re out the \ ords not applicable.

Decision of Retuming Officer accepting or rejecting the nomination paper.

I have o(amined this nomination paper in accodance with rule 44 of the Andaman and Nicobar
islands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Eledoral Rolls and conduct of Elections) Rules,1995 and decide as
follows i

Date Retuming Ofricer

Receipt for nomination paper and notice of scnrtiny Oo be handed over the person presenting the
nomination paper)

Serial No. of nomination paper......

The nomination paper of ........... . a candidate for elec{ion from
.......... Constituency of the *Gram PanchayavPanchayat Samiti/Zilla Parishad was

delivered to me at my office at ....,................(hour) on (date) by the *candidate/proposer.

All nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at .................... ............. (houO

on.........,..........................(dde) ..a1...........................................................(place)

Date. Retuming Officer

*Score out the words not applicable.
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. .FORM6

' 
'ISes 

rute 31)

NOTICE OF NOMINATION

. Election to the Port Blair Municipal Councilfrom ...................... Ward

'' / 
Notice is hereby given that the following nomination in respect of the above election have been

received upto 3 p.m. today i

Sdial
No. d

nomtna-

lion
oaDef

Name of
canddate

Name d
Tather/
husband

Age of
cardidate

. Addess
Party

afrliation

Whoher the
carddate is

a woman

Electoral rcll

No. d
cindAate

Name d
prop0s6r

Eleoloml

roll number

of proposet

1 ? 5 6 7 8 I 10

j

Place .........................

Date...........................

| :t

*Sfiike off the inappropriate altemative.

, FORMT

lsee rules 44{8) and 44 {9}l

LIST OF VALIDLY NOMINATED CANDIDATES

Election to the *Gram Panchayd/Panchayat Samitilzilla Parishad from ....,.........
Constituency.

Serial No. Name of
candidate

Name of
*father/husband

Address of the candidate Party afiiliation

2 a 4 c

Retuming Officer

*Strike off the inappropriate altemative. .b 46
')



FORM 8

(See rule 45)

NOTICE OF W]THDRAWAL OF CANDIDATURE

Election to the .................. *Gram PanchayauPanchayat Samitizi a parishad ftom
the ........................... constituency.

to

a candidate validly nominated at the above election do

Signature of validly nominated candidate

This notice wds delivered to me at my office at .....^........................(hour) on .. .........- (date) by

Returning Officer

Retuming Officer

hereby give

Receipt for notice of withdrawal

Oo be handed over to the person delivering the notice)

The notice of withdrawal of candidature by ..-................... a validly nominated candidate at the
electlon to the *Gram . panchayaupanchayat samitizilla parishad fmm

mnstituency was delivered to me by the * atmyofficeat.................(hou4
on .......................... (date).

* Here insert one of the following altemetives as may be appropriate:-

(1) Candidate

(2) candidate's pmposer who has been authorized in writing by the candidate to deliver it.

4?



FORM 9

(See rule 46)

LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES

Election to *Gram PanchayaVPanchayat SamitiZilla
Parishad from ..........................constituencv.

l.:

Serial No. Symbol
allotted

Name of
candidate Address of the candidate Party affiliation

1 2 e 4 5
1.

2.
2

4.
5.
o_

7.

It is hereby declared that the poll will be taken on..........'.............. (date) between
the hours of.....................and ......... at the polling stations.

o

P1ace................. Returning Officer

Date..................

€trike off the inappropriate alternatives.
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, FORM 10

[See rule 48 (l)]

APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION AGENT

*Gram PanchayaVPanchayat Samiti/Zilla

.constituencY.
Election to

Parishad from ..........

To

Place ...........'...'.

Date...............

Place

Date...............

The Returning fficer,

ConstituencY.

Signature of the Candidate'
i

I accept the above aPPoiritment.

' Signature of the election agent

Approved

Signature and seal of the Returning Officer'

Note : To be submitted to the Returning Officer in duplicate'

* Strike off the inappropriate alternatives'

49
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Place.'....'... ".....

\ Date..................

FORM 11

[S'ee rule 48 (3[

REVOCATION,OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION AGENT

"Electionto'...'......i.......,.........'...."GramPanchayaVPanchayatSamitilZi|l:'
Parishad from the ... .....'..:... " "" " "'constituency'

-To
The Returning fficer

l. ................. a candidate at the above election' hereby revoke the

appointment of .......'........'... -......'..rny election agent'

Signature of Candidate

Fg

I
I
1

$
it

I
!

f,

* Strike off the inappropriate alternatives.

i:Ji, 50



FORM 12

lsee rule?g (2)l

*APi'OINTMENT OF POLLING AGENT

Election to ..................................*Gram panchayaVpanchayat Samiti/Zilla
Parishad from .............................constituencv.

l, . ... . .. ... . . .. . .. . ... ..**candidateithe election
who is a candidate at the above electionappointment.........:............. ........ (Name and address)

agent to attend polling station No..... ........... fixed
.at.................

Place

Date Si gnature of. **candidate/election agent

agent of
do hereby

as a polling
for the poll

Date

I agree to act as such polling agent.

Signature of polling agent

DECLARATION OF POLLING AGENT

" TO BE SIGNED BEFORE PRESIDING OFFICER

I, hereby declare that at the above election, lwill not do anything forbidden by Rule
73 of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and
Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 which I have read/has been read over to me.

Signature of polling agent

Signed before me

Date Presiding Offcer

"To be handed over to the Polling Agent for production at the polling station fixed for the
polt.

*'Strike off the inappropriate alternatives.

Date

, ,-i,i,-.r,
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FORM 13

[See rule 49 (4)]

6 REVOCATION OF APPOINTMENT OF POLLING AGENT

i t' - . Election to .'........'..'*Gram PanchayavPanchayat Samiti/Zilla

i parishad from .............'...........'."constituency'
I

-To
The Presiding Officer'

I, a **candidate/election agent of
at the above election, hereby revoke the appointment of

Signature of the Candidate
*./Election agent

i"'
i--. "'
i -:

Place
Date

"* Strike off the inappropriate alternatives.

52r
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Election !o

The Retuming Officer'

Name of the counting agent

1.

'4

J.

etc.

Date :

)l

2.

e

FORM 14

lsee rule 50 (1)l

APPOItrfII,IENTOF'SOUNTING AGENTS

".......'*Gram PanchayaUPanchayat Samiti/zilla

...constituency.

to

Parishad from

peFons as maY */his munting

9-

Date.............. Signature of the counting agents

Declaration ot the Counting agents
(To be signed before the Returning Officer)

'Weherebydec|arethatattheabovedectionweWi|lnotdoanythingforbiddenbyru|e73of
the Andaman and Nicobar tstanoi (pancnayat) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Eledions)

Rules. 1995 which we have read **/has been read overto us'

't.

2..
?

Date:

Date :

Address of thd counting agent

Signature of the countin! agents

Signature before me

" Signature ofthe candidate
--l gleClon agent t 

,

We agree to act as such counting agents' -\' -

r-

.j

53

Signature of the Returning Officer

** Strike off the



FORM - 15

lsee'rule 50 (3) l

REVOCATION OF THE APPOINTMENT FOR COUNTING AGENT

Election to """""""*Gram PanchayaUPanchayat

samitizilla parishad from,the ..... :................. -....constituency'

{'i 
To

: The Retuming Officer'

P|ace."..."""'
ca Signature of the candidateDate.............. ;;'::: -:;---^-- : */ Election agent

** Strike off the inappropriate alternatives'
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. FORM-16

[See rul'e 7r f2) (c) ]

LIST OF CHALLENGED VOTES

Election to .'.'........... Gram PanchayaVPanchayat Samiti/Zilla

Parishad from .......'....'..'.......'...'.constitueno/'

Number and name of Polling Station """"":"''"""'""'''""" constituency'

t

,-

Date................ Signature of Presiding Officer

"Appropriate particulars of election to be inserted here;

' iri r'
Ll'll
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FORM.17

[See rule 75 (2[

LI$T OF BLIND AND INFIRM VOTERS

Election to **Gram PanchayaVPanchayat SamitiZilla
Parishad from ..........................constituency.

Numberand name of polling station .......".

Part No. &
Sl. No. of
elector

Full name.
of elector.

Full name of
companion

Address of
companion

Signature of
companion

1 2 2 4 5

Date: Signature of the Presiding Officer

*Strike off whichever is inapplicable.

l.,.l FG



Samitilzilla

Part No.,
Sl. No: &
name of
elector

Address
of elector

Sl. No. of
tendered
ballot paper

Sl. No. of ballot
paper issued to
the person who
has alreadY
voted

Signature of thumb
impression of
person tendering
vote.

1 z 3 4 5

Date............. " Signature of Presiding Officer :

** Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

':- 57
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FORM .19

[See rule 80 (1)]

PART | : BALLOT PAPER ACCOUNT

Election to................ **Gram PanchavaVPanchavat Samiti/Zilla
Parishad from the . . . . ..constituencv.

Number and name of polling station ..............

Serial Nos.
Total

From To

'1 . Ballot paper received.
2. Ballot papers unused (i.e. not issued to voters)

a) with the signature of presiding officer
b) without the signature of presiding officer

. Total (a+b)

3. *Ballot paper used at the polling station (1-2-3)

4. *Ballot papers used at the polling station bul NOT INSERTED INTO THE BALLOT BOX.

a) Ballot paper cancelled for violation of
voting procedure

b) Ballot papers cancelled for other reasons

c) Ballot papers used as tendered ballot papers

' Total (a+b+c)

5. *Ballot paper to be found in the ballot box (3-4-5)
- (Serial number need not be given)
** Strike off whichever is inapplicable.

Part ll - Result of Gounting

Date Signature of Presiding Officer

No. of valid votesName of Candidate'l
' /.^^r\JaSt

4

2.

A

^t-

il Rejected Ballot papers

lll Total

Whether the total number of ballot papels"
Shown in item No. lll tallies with the total

58



Shown against item No.s'of part I or any
Discrepancy noticed between these two
Totals.

Place
Date Signature of the Counting Supervisor

3:Place

Date Signature of the Returning Officer

FORM .20

[See rule 89 (7)] 
t

FINAL RESULT SHEET

Election to .............. **Gram PanchayavPanchqyat SamitiZilla -
Parishdd from .................,........consiituency'

Sl. No.
of.
polling
station

No. of valid votes
cast in favour of
candidates

Total of
valid
votes

No. of
rejected
votes

Total No. of
valid and
rejected
votes

Total No. of
tendered
VOTES

1 2 2 4 o

1

z.

5-
etc.
Total votes polled

Place

Date...... Returning Officer

*Strike off the alternative inapplicable.
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FORM -21

lSee rule 96 (2)l

Declaration of the result under rule 96(2) of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995.

Election to " Gram PanchayaVPanchayat
Samiti/Zilla Parishad from the ...... constituencies ** reserved for
Women/Scheduled Tribes.

ln pursuance of the provisions contained in rule 96(2) (a) of the Andaman and Nicobar
lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 |

declare that

(Name)

(Address)

sponsored by ................ ........(name of the recognized/registered Political
Party) has been duly elected to fill the seat in the said Panchayat from the above constituency.

Place .................
Date .................. Retuming Officer

.. Stdke off the inappropriate altemative.

FORM - 21 A

lsee rule 96 (2)l

Declaration of result of Election under rule 96(2) (a) of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995.

Election to * Gram PanchayaVPanchayat
Samiti/ZillaParishadfromthe..........................constiluencies.

In pursuance of the provisions of rule 96 (2) (a) of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands

r:::'f::l 1::::'::* ",'^i:*:r' 
-:i:::::::::.:i':il?ff1::l;', 

'111,1J"fff"'i1
........:........(name of the recognized political party) has been duly elected to fill

:1"_:'*l:y*::::ll:i:1":T'*:L?{il"ii::::11''l'l ii."i.g 0".;,#;;,.i"i:,fl
declared vacant.

Htace .._...__.........
Date .................. Signature of retuming Officer

"*Score out, if inappropriate.
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FoRM-?1 B

[See rule 47 (1)]

(For use in General Election when seat is uncontested)

Declaration of the Result of election under rule 47'

Place "..... ......... '.

Date ..................

** Gram PanchayavPanchayat Samiti/Zilla

Signature of Retuming Officer

** Score out the inappropriate words'

FORM-21 C

[See rule 47 (1)]

(For use in Election to fill a casual vacancy when seat is uncontested)

Declaration of the Result of election under rule 47'

Election to '" "'* Gram PanchayaVPanchayat Samiti/Zilla

Parishad from lhe .' ' constituencies'

f n pursuance of the provisions conbined in sub-rule (1) of rule 47 of the Andaman and

Nicobar tstands (Panchayats) (ilptiliti". Jir";torai nots and conduct of Elections) Rules' 1995'

i nlr"nu declare that .........'.'..'.'." " (Name) sponsored by """"" :" .':".""" '."'
iN'"ffi;rffibiii;;i il;i ;;;0""" orrv 

"r".tid 
to riil t'ne vacancv caused in that Panchavat bv

ihe *resignationldeatnreectiori"oi.-....-:.-..-......... (having been declared void) and the seat

having been vacant.

Place .................

Date ..................

61
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.* Score out, if inappropriate.
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FORM - 22

[S6b rule e6 (2) (b]l

RETURN OF ELECTION

Eleciion to the ................ .Gram PanchayaVPanchayat

Samiti/Zilla Parishad from the ........ constituency reserved for -./Scheduled

TribesiWomen.

Serial Number Name of Candidate Party affiliation Number of votes
polled

1
2 4

Total number of electors
Total number of valid votes Polled
Total number of rejected votes
Total number of tendered votes

I declare that -

Place .................
Date ........... "......

of ........... . .... .. . . . . . ...l. address has been duly elected to fill the set

Returning Officer

* Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
*. Strike off the inappropriate altemative.

FORM - 23

. {See rule 97}

I GERTIFICATE OF ELECTION

l, Retuming Officer for the " ............. Gram PanchayaVPanchayat
Samit7Zilla pa6sh3d from constituency hereby certify thai I have on the ...... .. .......... ... day ot

'199........declared Shri/Smti. .....'..
of...............sponsored by......... (Name of recognized political party) to have been duly

elected by the said constituency in the General election/Bye-election to be a member of the saio

Panchayat and that in token theieof I have granted to him this Certificate of Election.

n^+^ Retuming Officer
(Seal)

* Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
** Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
+ Score out, if not inappropriate. ,'1 62



. FORM -24

[See rule 111 (1)]

AFFIDAVIT

l, ................ the petitioner in the accompanying

election petition calling in question the election of Shri/Smti.
(respondent No................. in the said petition) make solemn afflrmation and say-

(a) that the statement made in paragraphs """""""'of the

accompanying election petition about the commission of the conupt practice of *

ns.................. and the particulars of such corrupt practice mentioned in paragraphs

......... of the same petition and in paragraph .'.'..'.......... of the schedule

annexed thereto are true to my knowledge;

(b) that the statement made in paragraphs............ of the said petition about the

commission of the corrupt practice of *............... and ihe particulars of such

corrupt practices given in paragraphs ... of the said petition and in

paragraphs..... of the said petition and in paragraphs......'...."'.... of the

Schedule annexed thereto are true to my information;

Signature of deponent

*Here specify the name of the corrupt practice.

(c)

(d)

Solemnly affirmed/sworn by ShrilSmti
day of .................199

at this

Before me,
Magistrate of the first class/
Notary/Commissioner of Oaths.

VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

By order and in the name of the Lieutenant Governor,

M. RAJENDRAN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY (PANCHAYATS)
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ANDAMAN AND N ICOBAR ADMINISTRATION
SECRETARIAT

Port Blair, dated the l"t September, 1995

NOTIFICATION

No.J46l95 F.No. 4-118/95(panch). WHEREAS the draft Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats)
' pr"prr"iili'oi iL"tofi noir. ano' Conoira of Elections) (Amendment) Rules, 1995 were published in the

Official Gazette inviting suggestions/objections from the general public upto 31e August, 1995 vide Notification

No. 142195 F.No.4-118/95 (Panch.) dated 25"'August, 1995'

AND WHEREAS no suggestion or objection has been received in the matter'

, NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers confened under section 202 of the Andaman and

Nicobar tslands (panchayats) Regulation, tbS+, t, VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN, LIEUTENANT

. [ovenruon iAouiNtsrnnronl hereby make the foilowing rutes with immediate effect.

THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS (PANCHAYATS) (PREPARATION. 
OF ELECTORAL ROLLSAND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS)

(AMENDMENT) RULES,1995

1. Short title and @mmencement.-iii 'ih;; 
,uC; may be caled the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral

Rolls and Condtd of Eleclions) (Amendment) Rules' 1995'

(ii) These rules shall mme into force at once.

2. After the existing rule 58 of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Eledoral Rolls

inrl Conduct of el;oionsl Rules, 1995, the following shall be added :

'However, this will not apply to eleclors on election dut)/

58 A. Casting of votes by electors on election duty'

.Ane|ector'whobyreasonofhisbeingone|ectiondutyisunab|etoVoteatthepo||ingstationwhere
he is entitled to vote, may send-an applicatioi in Form 25 addressed to the returning officer expressing his

*Ln to uote OV post. Such application ihould reach the returning.officer seve,n da,s or such shorter period as

in" i"tuining-,j#our may anow neioie the date of poll. The retuming officer, if he is satisfied tiat the applicant

is an eteclor on election duty, tn"iii..u". Jorirot p"p"t to him. Such ballot paper shall be in the same form as

an ordinary ballot paper but without any symbol'

Explanation : "Elector on election duty" means any presiding officer' polling officer or other Public servant

t,|ao1t

a

engaged on election duty.
58 B. lssue of ballot papers to electors on election duty'



(i) A ballot paper shall be delivered to an elector on election duty by the retuming officer or such
other officer as may'be authorized by the Commission together with a copy of Form 26

. (Declaration by el6ctor) and Form 26 A (lristructions forthe guidance ofthe Elector).
(ii) The returning officer shall record on the counterfoil of the ballot paper the electoral roll number

of the elector as entered in the marked copy of the eledoral roll.
(iii) The retuming officer shall seal in a separate packet the counterfoils of the ballot papers issued

to the electors on election duty and record on the packet a brief description of the contents and
the date on which it was sealed.

58C. An elector on election duty, who has received a ballot paper and desires to vote, shall record his
vote on the ballot paper in accordance with the directions contained in form 26 A and then enclose it in a
cover.

58D. After an elector has recorded his vote and made his declaration in Form 26, he shall retum the
ballot paper and declaration to the retuming ofticer in accordance with the instruc{ions comjrnunicated to him
in Form 26A so as to reach the returning officer before the close of poll.

3. Affer the existing rule 86 of the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls
and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995, the following shall be edded :

"864. Counting of votes of electors on election duty.

(i) No cover containing ballot papers received by the retuming of{icer after the close of poll shall be
opened and no vote contained in any such cover shall be counted.

(ii) The returning officer shall place all lhe declarations in Form 26 which he has found to be in
order in a separate packet which shall be duly sealed.

(iii) A ballot paper shall be rejected -
(a) if it bears any mark (other than the mark to record the vote) or writing by which the electot

can be identified; or
(b) if no vote is recorded thereon: or
(c) if votes are given on it in favour of more candidate than one; or
(d) if it is spurious ballot paper; or
(e) if it is so damaged or mijtilated that its identity as a genuine ballot paper cannot be

established; or
(f) if the mark indicating the vote is placed on the ballot paper in such a manner as to make it

doubtful to which candidate the vote has been given.
(iv) A vote recorded on a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground that the mark

indicating the vote is indistincl or made more than once, if the intention that the vote shall be for
a particular candidete dearly appears from the way the paper is marked.

(v) The retuming officer shall count all the valid votes received from the electors on election duty in
favour of each candidate, record the total thereof in the result sheet in Form 20 and announce
the same.

(vi) Thereafter all the valid ballot papers and all the rejected ballot papeB shall be separately
bundled and kept together in a packet, which shall be sealed with the seals of the retumirg
of{icer and of such of the candidates, their election agents or counting agents as may desire to
affx their seals thereon; and on the packet so sealed shall be recorded the name of the
constituency, the date of counting and a brief description of its contents'.

sd/-
VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

By order and in the name of the Lieutenant Governor,

sd/-
M. RAJENDMN

ASSTSTANT SECRETARY (PANCHAYATS)
PFN : Amendment

s5
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Sir,

I intend to cast my vote by post at the ensuing election to the Zilla
Parishad/Panchayat Samiti/Gram PanchayaUPradhan from ............,......constituency.

My name is entered at Serial No...........Part No............... of the electoral roll for
.. ....... . constituency.

'n

: 3 Place

Yours faithfully

(. . ... .. ... . .. . ... .. ......... .... .. ..1

Signature of elector

Dale

t

. FORM NO.26

(See rule 58 B)

DECLARATION BY ELEGTOR ON ELEGTION DUTY

. * ^ Election to the Zilla Parishad/Panchayat Samiti/Gram PanchayaVPradhan.

I hereby declare that lam the elector to whom the postal ballot paper hearing serial
number........ .. has been issued at the above election.

lJcr(g .,... ........ -. --

,iB

66
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. FORM NO.26A

(see rule's8 B)

TNSTRUCTIONS FOR GUIDANCE OF FLECTORS

Ihe persons whose names are printed on the Dallot paper issued herewith are

:aruJidates at the above election. Record your vote by placing clearly a mark opposite the

name of the candidate to whom you rvish to give your vote. The mark should be so placed

^s 
to indicate clearly and beyond doubt to which candidate you are giving your vote. lf the

mark so placed as to make it doubtful to which candidate you have given your vote, your

vote will be invalid. "

Please remember that you only one vote. Accordingly you should not vote for more

than one candidate. lf you do so, your ballot paper will be rejected.

Do not put your signature or write any word or put any rnark, sign or writing .
whatsoever on the ballot paper other than the mark required to record your vote.

After you recorded your vote on the ballot paper, place the ballot paper in a cover.

Close the cover and secure it by seal or otherwise'

You may then sign the declaration in Form No. 26 also issued herewith'

you must ensure that the cover reaches the Returning Officer before the close of

poll. please note that if the cover reaches the Returning Officer afier the hour fixed for

close of the poll, your vote will not be counted.
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ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ADMINISTRATTON
SECRETARIAT

Port Blair, dated the 2no June, 199g

NOTIFICATION

No. 65/98. F.No. 1-14l98-EC/pR. whereas the draft Andaman and Nicobar lslands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of electoral rolls and conduct of elections) Amendmenlll
Rules,1 998 were published in the official Gazette inviting suggestions/objections, from the
general public and those likely to be affected by the final publication of the said draft
amendment rules, giving a period of one month for filing objections and or suggestions
vide Notification No. 42198 F.No.'l-14l98-EC/pR and Gazette No. 47198 dated iom Aoril.
1998;

AND WHEREAS, no suggestions and or objections has been received in the
matter;

Now THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred under section 2o2 of the
Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) Regulation,1994, lshwari prasad Gupta,
Lieutenant Governor (Administrator), Andaman and Nicobar lslands herebv make.the
following rules with immediate effect being the llnd amendment to the An'daman and
Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections)
Rules, 1995.

AMENDMENT - II

1. Short title and Commencement : (i) These rules may be called the Andaman
and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of electoral rolls and conduct of elections)
(Amendment-ll) Rules, 1 998.

(ii) They shall come into force from the date oi their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. r ter sub-rule '1 of rule 17 of the Andaman and Nicobar. lslands (panchayats)
(Prepar. ion of electoral rolls and conduct of election) Rules, 1995 (hereinafter referred.to
as "the I id rules") the following proviso shall be added :

11 ',i
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' .,provided that for the revision of Electoral Rolls under section I of Andaman and

Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) Regulation,1994, the latest flnalized Electoral Rolls as is

comprised in the relevant territorial area of a Gram Sabha shall .be the draft Electoral

Rolli of members of that Gram Sabha to be finalized after settlement of claims and

objections so received after draft publication."

3. ln the said rules after sub-rule(2) of rule 17, the following shall be inserted as sub-

rule(3):-

.(3) The Assistant Commissioner, under superintendence, direction and control of
the Ele&ion Commission shall revise the electoral rolls so prepared atleast once in a
financial year by publishing the last finalized the Electoral Rolls as the draft Electoral Rolls

to finalized the Electoral Rolls under rule 18 to 21 of these rules".

sd/-
(ISHWARIPRASAD GUPTA)

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

By order and in the name of the Lie-u.teJ13_lt Governor,

sd/-
M. RAJENDMN

ASSISTANT SECRETARY (PANCHAYATS)

- ].

"al 
,,
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ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ADMINISTRATION
eFsrtrq/.spcREIARrAT

NOTIFICATIOI{

Port Blair, dated the 23'd Januaty' 2006.

No. 2212OA6F .No.4-1 18/2005(Elect. Rules).-PR.Whereas the draft Andaman & Nicobar

lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct df Elections) (Amendment)

Rules,2oos were published under Section 2O2 oi the Andaman and Nicobar lslands (Panchayats)

Regutation, 1994 (No.1 of 1994) on 6.12.2005, inviting suggestions and objections from the persons

like to be effected:

AND whereas one suggestion from the Officer-lncharge, Office of the Director of Panchayat

Elections (Deputy Commissioner, Andaman District) regarding inclusion of form 18 A under Rule 77(2)

of the Principal Rule;

AND whereas the said suggestions were carefully considered by the Lieutenant Govetnor
(Administrator), A & N lslands;

NOW, therefore in exercise of the powers conferred under section 202 of the said Regulation,

the Lieutenant Governor (Administrator), Andaman and Nicobar lslands hereby makes the following
Rules.

"THE ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS (PANCHAYATS) (PREPARATION OF ELECTORAL
ROLLS AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS) (AMENDMENT) RULES, 2006."

1, Short title and commencement,

l. These Rules may be called the Andaman & Nicobar lslands (Panchayats) (Preparation of
Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections) (Amendment) Rules, 2006

ll. These Rules shall come into force at once.

2, Amendment of Rule 77 under chapter vlll of the Andaman & Nicobar lslands
(Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules,1995-

After the existing sub-rule(4) of rule 77, the following additional provision shall be added:-

"77(5)-forthe use of voting machine Form 18 A shall be used for tendered ballot pape/'.

3. Amendment of Rule 82 under Ghapter Xlll of the A & N lslands (Panchayats)
(Preparatlon of Electoral Rolls and Gonduct of Elections) Rules, 1995, after the existing rules
the following additional provisions shall be added :-



THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR EXTMORDINARY

82(A). Not withstanding anything contained in these rules, the giving and recording of votes by

voting machines in such manner as may be prescribed may be adopted in such

constituency/constituencies as the Election Commission having regard to the circumstances bf
each area specify.

Explanation :- "Voting Machine" means any machine or apparatus, whether operated electronically or

otherwise, used for giving or recording of votes and any reference to a ballot box or ballot paper in

these rules shall, save as otherwise provided, be constructed as including a reference to such voting

machine wherever such voting machine is used at any election.

B2(B). Design of Electronic Voting Machine :- Every electronic machine (hereinafter

referred to as the voting machine) shall have a control unit and a balloting unit and shall be of

such designs as may be approved by the Election Commission.

E2(G). Preparation of voting machine by the Retuming Officer :'

(1). The balloting unit of the voting machine shall contain such particulars and in such

languages as the Election Commission may specify.

(2). The names of the candidates shall be arranged on the balloting unit in the same

order in which they appear in the list of the contesting candidates'

(3). lf two or more candidates bear the same name; they shall be distinguished by the

addition of their occupation or residence or in some othef manner.

(4). Subject to the foregoing provisions of this rule, the Retuming Officer shall -

(a). fix the label containing the names and symbol of the contesting candidates in

the balloting unil and secure that unit with his/her seal and the seals of such of the

contesting candidates or their election agents present as are desirous of affixing

the same;

(b). set the number of contesting candidates and close the candidate set section in

the control unit and secure it with seal and the seals of such of the contesting

candidates or their election agents prcsent as are desirous of affixing the same.

82(D). Arrangements at the polling stations :.

(1). The Returning Officel shall provide at each polling station one voting machine and

copies of relevant part of the electoral roll and such other blections material as

may be necessary for taking the poll.

(2). Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-rule (3), the Retuming Officer may, with

the previous approval of the Election Commission, provide one common voting

machine for two or more polling stations located in the same premises

82(E). Preparatlon of votlng machine for poll :.

(1). The control unit and balloting unit of every voting machine used at polling station
shall bear a label marked with i
(a). the serial number if any, and the name of the constituency :

(b). the serial number and name of the polling stations or stations as the case may
be:

(c). the serial number of the unit; and

(d). the date of poll.

(2). lmmediately before the commencement of the poll, the Presiding Officer shall
demonstrate to the polling agents and other persons present that no vote has
already been recorded in the voting machine and it bears the label refeged to in
sub+ule (4).



THE ANDAMAN AND !..llcoBAR EXTRAORDINARY G

(3), Apaperseal shall be used for securing the control unit of the voting machine' and

'-'' in6Fresioing officer shall affix his/her own signatur€ on the paper seal and obtain

inuft;on t'tt"-.ignature,of such of the polling agents present as the desirous of

affixing the same-

(4). The Presiding Officer shall thereafter fix the paper seal so signed in the space

meantthereforeinthecontro|unitofthevotingmachineandsha||secureandthe
game.

(5). The seal used for seculns th9 
control unjt shall b-"-ji:l t" such manner that after

theunithasbeenseated-,itisnotpossib|etopressthe,.resu|tbutton''without
breaking the seal.

. (6). The control unit shall be

Presiding Officer and the

comPartment.

closed and secured and placed in full view of the

polling agents ,and balloting unit placed in the voting

82(F). Procedure for voting by voting machines:-

(1). Before permitting an elector to vote' the Polling Officer shall i
(a)'recordtheelectora|ro|lnumberofthee|ectorasenteredinthemarkedcopyof

the electoral roll in a register of voters in Form 26 B'

(b).obtainthesignatureorthethumbimpressionoftheelectoronthesaidregister
of votes; and

(c).markthenameofthee|ectorinthemarkedcopyofthee|ectora|ro||toindicate
that he/she has been allowed to vote:

Providedthatnoe|ectorsha||bea|lowedtovoteun|essheishehashis/hersignatureorthumb
imDression on the register of voters.

(2). lt shall be necessary for any Presiding Officer or Polling Officer-or any other

officertoattestthethlmbimpressionofthee|ectorontheregisterofvoters.

(3).|fanelector,afterhis/here|ectora]ro||numberhasbeendu|yenteredinthe
register of ;;ters in Form 26 B and has put his/her signature or thumb impfession

thereon as required under clause (b) of sub'rule 82 F' deciding not to record

his/her voG, a remark to this effect shall be made against the said entry in Form

26 B by the presiding officer and the signature or thumb impression of the elector

shall be obtained against such remark'

62(G). Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within the polling and voting

procedures' -

(1).|mmediate|yonbeingpermittedtoVotethee|ectorsha||proceedtothePresiding
Officer or the po ing 6ificer incharge of the control unit of the voting machine who

shalt, by pressing tie appropriate button on the control unit, activate the balloting

unit, for recording of electofs vote'

(2). The elector shall thereafter forthwith -
(a). proceed to the voting compartment;

(b).recordhis/hervotebypressingthebuttonontheba||otingunitagainstthe
nameandSymbo|ofthecandidateforwhomhe/SheintendstoVote;and

(c). come out of the voting compartment and leave the polling station'

(3)'|fane|ectorwhohasbeenpermittedtovoteundersub+u|e(3)ofRuleT4refuses
after waming given by the Presiding Officer to observe the procedure laid down in

the said sufi-rurc l3iot the said rules, the Presiding Officer or a Polling Officer

under the direction of the Presiding Officer shall not allow such elector to vote.

(4). Where an elector is not allowed to vote under sutrrule (6), a remark to the effect

that voting procedures has been violated shall be made against the electofs name

in tne reliiter of voters in Form 26 B by the Presiding Officer under his/her

signature.



THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR EXTRAORDINARY

82(H). Recording of votes of blind or inflrm electors :'

(1). tf the presiding Officer is satisfied that owing to blindness or othor physical

infirmities an elector is unable to recognize the symbol on the balloting unit of the

voting machine or unable to record his/her vote by pressing the appropriate buton
ther€on without assistance the Presiding Ofiicer shall permit the elec'tor to take

with him/her a companion of not less than eighteen years of age to the voting

c-ompartment for recording the vote on behalf of the votsr in accordance with
'- voters wishes:

provided that no peron shall be permitted to act as the companion of more than on€ elector at

any polling station on the same day:

provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the companion of an elector on

any day under this rule that peron shall be required to declar€ that he/she will keep secret the vote

redora6O by him/her on behalf of the elector and that he/she has not already acted as the companion of

any othet elector at any other polling station on that day.

(2). The Prcsiding officer shall keep a record in Form 17 of all cases under this rule.

82(l). Pr€sldlng Offtc€/s entry In tho voting Gompartment durlng poll :'

(1). Ttre presiding Ofiicer may whenever he/she considers it necessary so to do, enter

the voting compartment during poll and take such steps as may be necessary to

ensurc that the balloting unit is not tampered with any way'

(2). lf the Presiding Officer has reason to suspect that an elector who has entered the

voting compartrnent is tampering or otherwise interforing with the balloting unit or

has r€mained lnside the voting compartment for unduly long period, he/she shall

enter the voting compartment and take such steps as may be ne@ssary to ensure

the smooth and orderly progress of the poll.

(3). Wherever the Presiding Offlcer enters the voting compartment under this rule,

he/she shall permit the polling agents present to accompany him/her if they so

desire.

E2(J). Account of votes rccorded :'
(1). The Presiding Officer shall at the close of the poll pr€pare an account of votes

recorded in Form 19A and enclose it in a separate cover with the words "Account

of Votes Recorded' superscripted thercon.

(2). The presiding Officer shall fumish to every polling agent present at the close of
the poll a true copy of the entries made in Form 19A after obtraining a receipt from
the said polling agent thereof and shall attest it as a true copy.

82(K). Seallng of voting machine after poll :-

(1). As soon as practicable after the closing of the poll, the Presiding Officer shall close

the control unit to ensure that no further votes can be recorded and shall detach the

balloting unit from the control unit.

(2). The control unit and the balloting unit shall thereafter be sealed, and secured
separately in such manner as the Election Commission may direct and the seal

used for securing them shall be so affxed that it will not be possible to open the

units without breaking the seals.

(3). The polling agents present at the polling station, who desire to affix their seals, shall
also be oermifted to do so.

(4). In addition to the packets as prescribed under rule 81 the Presiding fficer shall
then make into separate packet, the register of voters in Form 26 B.
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82(L). Transmisslon ot voting machines, otc to the Rctuming Offlcer :-

(1). The presiding Officer shall then deliver or causs to be delivered to the Retuming

Officer at such place as the Retuming Officer may direct'

(a). the voting machine;

(b). the account of votes recorded in Form 19A;

(c).thesea|edpacketsreferredtoinsub-rule(4)ofruleE2KandruleSl;and

(d). all other papers used at the poll'

(2). The Returning Officer shall make adequate arrangements for the safe transport of

the voting michine, packets and other papers for their safe custody until the

commencement of the counting of votes'

(3). Procedure on adjoumment of poll.

(a). lf the poll at any polling station is adjoumed under rule 60 the provision of rules

82(L)and82(M)sha||,asfaraspracticab|e'app|yasifthepo||wasc|osedat
the hour fixed in that behalf under rule 57'

(b). The Retuming Officer shall provide the Presiding Officer of the polling station

at which such adjoumed po|| is he|d, with the sea|ed packet containing the

markedcopyofthee|ectora|ro||,registerofVotersinForm26Bandanew
voting machine.

82(M). Closing ofvotlng machine in case of booth capturing :'

Where the presiding Officer is of opinion that booth capturing is taking place at a polling station

or at a place fixed for the poll, he/she shall immediately close the control unit of the voting machine to

ensure that no further votes can be recorded and shall detach the balloting unit from the control unit.

4. After rule 99 of the Principal rules, the following rules shall be inserted :

99(A). Scrutiny and inspection of voting machines :'

(1). The Retuming fficer may have the conrol units of the voting machines used at

morethanonepo||ingstationtakeupforscrutinyandinspectionandvotes
recorded in such units counted simultaneously.

(2). Before the votes recorded in any control unit of the voting machines are counted

under sub.rule(1), the candidate or his/her election agent or his/her counting agent
present at the couirting table shall be allowed to inspect the paper seal and such

other vital seals as might have been affixed on the unit and to satisfy themselves

that the seals are intact'

(3). The Returning Officer shall satisfy himselfiherself that none of the voting machines

has infact been tampered with.

(4). lf the Retuming Officer is satisfied that any voting machine has infact been

tampered with, he/she shall not count the votes recorded in that machine and shall

follow the procedure laid down in rule 61, rule 62 or rule 88 as may be applicable

in respect of the polling station or stations where the machine was used.

99(B). Counting of votes :'

(1). After the Retuming Officer is satisfied that the voting machine has infact not been

tampered with, he/she shall have the votes recorded therein counted by the

pressing the appropriate button marked 'Resulf provided in the control unit

whereby the total votes polled by each candidate shall be displayedln respect of

each such candidate on the display panel provided tor the purpose in the unit
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(2). As the votes polled by eech candidate are displayed on the control unit' the

Retuming Officer shall have -
ia). the number of such votes recorded separately in respect of each candidate in

Part ll on Form 19 A.

(b)'Part||oftheFormlgAcomptetedinotherrespectsandsignedbythe
countingSupervisoranda|sothecandidatesorthee|ectionagentortheir
counting agent Present; and

(c).correspondingentriesmadeintheresu|tsheetinForm20Aandthe
. particulars so entered in the result sheet announced'

99(G), Sealing of voting machine :'

(1). After the result of voting recorded in the control unit has been ascertained

candidate wise and entered in Part ll of Form 19 A and Form 20 A under this rule,

the Returning Officer shall reseal the unit with his/her seals thereon so however

that the resuit of voting recorded in the unit is not obliterated and the unit retains

the memory of such result

(2). The control unit so sealed shall be kept in a specially prepared boxes on which the

Retuming Officer shall record the following particulars, namely :-

(a). the name of the constituency;

(b). the particulars of polling station or stations where the control unit has been

used '

(c). serial number of the control unit;

(d). date of Poll; and

(e). date of counting.

(3). The provisions of rules 92,93,94,96 and 97 shall so far as may be, apply in relation

to voting by voting machines and any reference in those rules to-

(a). ballot paper shall be construed as including a reference to such voting

machine;

(b). any rule shall be construed as a reference to the conesponding rule in

chapter Vl or a,s the case may be to rule 99' 99 B or 99 C.

5. After rule 106 the following rules shall be inserted :

106A. Disposal of election papers:'

Subject to any ciirections to the contrary given by the Election Commission or by a competent

court:-

The Director of Panchayat Elections shall retain intact the used Electronic Voting Machines,

statutory covers and non statutory covers and all other used and unused polled materials for such

period in his custody as the Election Commission may direct and shall not be used at any subsequent

election without the previous approval of the Election Commission'

6. The word Ballot Box wherever appeared in the principal Rules, shall be amended and read

as.f 'Ballot Box/Electronic Voting Machine".

Prof. RAM KAPSE
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR(ADMINISTMTOR)

Andaman & Nicobar lslands.

By order and in the name of Lt. Govemor

(Sasikala Viswanathan)
Assistant Secretary(RD/LSG)

sd/-
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FORM. 18 A
[(See Rule 77(2)l

LIST OF TENDERED VOTES

Election to * Gram PanchayauPanchayat

SamitiZilla Parishad from the " Constituency'

Number and Name of Polling Station.

Date:
Signature of the Presiding Officer

* Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here'

Part Number,
Serial No. and

Name of
elector

Address
elector

Serial No. of
tendered

ballot paper

Serial No. of
reglster of

voters of the
person who
has already

voted

Signature or
thumb

impression of
peKion

tendering vote

1 2 3 4
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a)

b)

FORil: 19A
[(See. Rute 80(1)]

PART 
' 

-ACCOUT{T OF VOTES RECORDED

Election to 
........ cram panchayat from tne

.. Constituencv.

Election to ffice of pradhan Gram panchayat from the ..... Constituencv.

Election to
... panchayat Samiti from the

Constituencv.

From

No. & Name of polling Station

Machine used at the polling Station

Machine used at the polling Station

1. Total No. of electors assigned to the polling Station.

2. Lolal No. of voters as entered in the Register forVoters (Form 26 B).

3. N-o. of voters deciding not to record votes under rule82 F(3).

No. of voters not allowed to vote under rule g2 G(4).

Total No. of votes recorded 
", 0", uofinn machine.

Whether the total No. of votes as shown againstitem 5 tallies with the total No. or voters as shownagainst item 2 minus No. of voters d"cidfu;;l'i;
record votes as against item 3 minus ruo oi uoi"iJ

ii,.XT'nr, 
item 4 e-a4) or any discrepancy

No. of voters to whom tendered ballot papers wereissued.

8, No. of tendered ballot papers.

feceived for use

issued to e'ectors

Control Unit

Balloting Unit

4.

5.

o.

7.

Sl. No.

Toa)

b)

c) not used and returned

From
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L Account of Seals

(i). Paper Seal

Place

Date

a). Serial Numbers of paper seals supplied

b). Total numbers suPPlied

c). Sl.No. and number of papers seals used

d). Sl. No. and number of unused paper seas
returned to Retuming Officer (Deduct item (c)

fron rtem @)

e). Serial number and No. of damaged paper

seals if any

(il). Strip Seal

a). Serial Numbers of Strip seals supplied

b). Total numbers suPPlied

c). Sl.No. and number of strip seals used.

d). Sl. No. and number of unused strip seals

returned to Returning Qtficer (Deduct item (c)

from ite? @)

e). Serial number and No. of damaged strip seals

if anY

(iii). Special Tag

a). Serial Numbers of Special Tag supplied

b). Total numbers suPplied

c). Sl.No. and number of Special Tag used

d). Sl. No. and number of uhused Special Tag

returned to Returning Otficer (Deduct item
(c) from iten (b)

e). Serial number and No. of damaged Special
Tag if anY

From .............-.to

From ..........-....to

: From . ... .. . ....... .to

Slgnature of Polling Agents

Signature of Preqiding Officer
Polling Station No. ".'.'

a).

b).

d).

e).
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ll"oiH"-'""J:;

REGTSTER OF VOTERS

Election to ....................... ..'.'. Gram Panchayat from the

Constituency.

Election to Office of Pradhan Gram Panchayat from the .. '.. Constituency'

Election to ' '...... Panchayat Samitifom the

Constituency.

Eleclion to Andaman & Nicobar Zilla Parishad from the '.. '....'... '.... Constituency.

Number and Name of Polling Station....'...'....

b)

c)

d)

e)

Date :..................
Signature of the Presiding Officer
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' PART ll-,RESULTOF COUNTING

1.

2.

2

4.

Whether the tc*al Nos. of votes shown above tallies with the total No. of votes shown against item 5 of

Part I or a discrepancy noticed between the two totals.

Place : .,;................

Date :...,................

Signature of Counting SuPervisor

Sl.No. Name of Candidate/Election agenv Counting
agent

Place : ......................

Date :........................

Signature of Returning Officer

Full Signature

4

2.

3.

4.

7.

8.
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ANDAMAN AND NICONEN ADMINISTRATION

SECRETARIAT
NOTIFICATION

Port Blair' dated the 31" March"2008

No. 10/2008/F. No. 4-118/2005'( Elect. Rules) / PR.-Whereas the draft amendment

Rules in A rdaman and Nicobar Islands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and

conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 were published in The Daily Telegrams on 16.2..2008

inviting sug gestion/obj ection from those likely to be affected before the final publication of
ttre saii Ri les giving a period of 25 days for filing suggestions and or objections vide

Notificatior No.4-l l8/2005 (Election Rules)/ PR dated 16.2.2008'

And. whereas, no suggestion and or objection has been received in the matter'

Nov ,.therefore, in exercise of powers confened under sub-section (l ) of section 202

of the A & N Islands (Panchayat) Regulation, 1995, and of all other powers enabling him in

this behall the Lt. Covernor,'A & N Islands hereby makes the following amendments with

immediate r,ffect.

AMENDMENT

1. Sht,rt title and commencement:

I. These Rules may be called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Fanchayats)

(preparatioh of Electoral .Rolls and Conduct of Elections) (Amendment)

Rules,2008.

ll. These Rules shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Officiat

Gazette.

2. (a) The amettdment to rule l? of the Andaman & Nicobar lslands (Panchayats)

(F repargtion of Electoral Rolls and conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 notified vide

N rtification No. 70/98 dated 02.06.1998 is herebv rescinded'
(b) After Sub-Rule (2) of Rule lTof the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

(F anchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and conduct of Elections) Rules,

EXTRAORDINARY
Hfir*,R * Irorfirc

No. Port Blair

I
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1995, notified vide Notification No. 56/95 dated 23"03.1995. The following Sub-

Rules 3.4 and 5 shall be inserted.

':''

3. (a) Any person whose name is not included in the electoral roll of a Gram

Panchayat constituency may apply to the Electoral Registration Officer for
inclusion of his/her name in that Roll.

(b) The Electoral Registratio-n. Qfficer shall. if satisfied that the applicant is

eligible to be registered in the electoral roll, direct the concemed Assistant

Electoral officer to include the name of the applicant subject to the following

conditions:

(i) No person shall be eligible to be registered in the electoral roll for more

than one constituency.
(ii) No person shall be entitled to be registered in the electoral roll for

any constituencY more than once.

(iii) No person, who is an elector in thc electoral rolls of the Municipal

Council shall be eligible to be registered hisArer name in the electoral roll
of any constituencl ofa Gram Panqhyat.

4. ia) The Electoral Roll of'every Gram Panchayat Cdnstituency shall' unless

otherwise directed by the Election Commission for reasons to be recorded in wdting,

re prepared./revised in .the prescribed manner at ibast by l't day of January of
the eyery year.

(b) lhe Electoral Roll for each Gram Panchayat Constituency shall, unless otherwise

directed bv the Elestion Commission for reasons to be recorded in writing' be revised

in the prescribed manner before each General Election and before each bye-elections/

casual etection to fill up a ca-sual vacancy.

(c) Whenerier it is considered desirable or appropriate to revise the electoral rolls of any

Gram Panchayat or constituency or part thereof, the Election Commissioner shall

direct a special revision of electoral rolls for that Gram Panchayat or constituency in

such manner as he may think fii.

5. (a) The Electoral Registration Officer, on application made to him or on his own

motion, if satisfied after such inquiry as he thinks fit, that any entry in the electoral

roll is erroneous or defective in any particulars of the elector or should be deleted

name of- any elector on the ground that the elector concemed is dear or has ceased to

be ordinarily njsident of the concemed is dead or has ceased to be ordinarily resident

of the concemed Gram Panchayat constituency or is otherwise not entitled to be

registered in concemed electoral roll of any Gram Panchayat constituency, the

Electoral Registration Officer shalt, subject to such general or special directions, if
any, as may be given by the Election Commission in this behalf. amend or delete the

entry. provided that befbre taking any aelion on any ofthe grounds mentioned above,

the Electoral Registration Officer shall give the person concemed a reasonable

opportunity ofbeing heartl in respect ofthi action p;oposed to be takeniin the case of
such applicdnt.



(b)Noamendmentordeletionofanyentryshallbemadea{tdnodirectionforthe
incl rsion of a name in any electoral roll shalt be given by the Election commission

afte: the last date for making nominations for an election and before the completion

of tllat election,

Lt General (Retd.) Bhopinder Singh' PVSM, AVSM
Lieutenant Govi:mor (Administraror)'

Andaman and Nicobar lslands'

By order and in the name of the Lieutenant Govemor'

THE J\NDAMAN AND NICOBAR EXTRAORDINARY MARCH 31, 2008. 3

sd/-
(Sashikala Viswanathan)
Joint Secietary (RD/LSG)

MCPPB-- t3/Gazettc/08 - 170 Copies. ,13-cazerb48 iRD/l-sc:) lls
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No. 1 Port Blair June 19. 2015

Port Blair, dated the 19tt'June, 2015

No ll7 l2ol5lF.No.4- i 18/ 2014/ (panch.).- In exercise of the powers conferred by
Section 202 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (panchayats) Regulation, 1994, I, Lieutenant
General (Retd.) Ajay Kumar singh, Lieute4ant Governor (Administrator), Andaman and Nicobar
Islands hereby publish the draft Rules to amend the Andaman and Nicobar islands (panchayats)
(Preparation of Electoral Rolls and conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 under chapter - I, sub-
Section (6) of Section (2) (Notified yide Andaman and Nicobar cazette Notification No. 56/1995,
dated 23.03.1995) and in supersession of Notification No. 31 of 2O15 dated 11.03.2015 for
inviting objections and suggestions, if any, to these Rules from all concerned:-

objections and suggestions, if any, on this amendment Rules may be furnished to the
Secretary (RD / Panchayat), Andaman and Nicobar Administration within a period of 7 davs from
the date of publication of this Notification.

Amendment
1. (i) These rules may be called the Andaman and Nicobar Isla-nds (Panchavats|

(Preparation of Electoral Ro1ls and conduct of Elections) (Amendment) Rules, 2015.'
(ii) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Offrcial Gazerte.

2. In the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Panchayats) (Preparation of Electoral Rolls and
conduct of Elections) Rules, 1995 under chapter - I, the following is substituted by
replacing the existing definition under Sub-section (6) of Section (2) :_

"The DeputA Commissioner means the Deputg Commissioner of respectiue distict for the
purpose of ttrcse ktles.

Distict for tlrc purpose of Andaman and Niabar Islands (Panchngats) (-Prepaiation of Electoral
Rolls and Conduct of Etections) Rules, 1995.,

By order and in the name of the Lieutenant Governor,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

sd./-
Assistant Secretary {Panchayat}

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ADMINISTRATION
SECRETARJAT

MGPPB-'1 34/cazette/201 S-35 Copies, (RG-HCt-xt)


